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EING conſcious, chat during my com- 


mand in North Amerlea, my wheble 
| conduct 'was actuated y the moſt ardent | 
zeal for the King s'ſoryice, and [the Intereſts 1 
| of the public, I was exceedingly mortifieds' ß | 
when I returned: to England, after a ſervice | 

of en N in that hes to find that! 


* 
eee eee ee 


had been miſinterpreted or miſrepreſented, | 
(as indeed might well bo expected, from the 
e of Lord C. $ letter of the 20th of 


Chobe, without being aoehmpahicd by n my * | 


anſwer to it) 1 had propoſed taking an op- 
portunity, in the Houſe of Commons, of 


ſaying af words oi Auth {parts of my 


conduct as ſeemed not to be 78 wa, 


deiftood* 5 hd I Hattet tar if 2 8 have 


been able to mak. make it a 5 "PTY 5 acted 
up to the utmoſt of my powers, from the 


beginning to khe end of my commandi;"atid 


that bone of the misfartunes of the very 


unfortunate; campaign of 2781 can, with 


e ae of ig: pen to 
me. 11110 * 463 15820 * 


But 1 arrived hats 1 Lies in WR kes, 
that; L was adviſed-40 defer it and it was 


5 iet Tb deren reeeptin T-bad juſt: 


met with from my Sqvereign rendered an 
desde classe un 


22019 2 


ty) 


nor) however, appriſed to what degree tlie 


public prejudice had been exelted againſt 
me, elſe 1 ſhould: probably have bern iii 
duced to have taken an earlier opportunity 
-of offering to Parliament what 1 have to ſay 
on the ſubject. But the late change i in pub- 


lic affairs, furniſhing ſo much more impot- 
tant matter for their deliberation, deptived | 
me of the opportunity I thought” 1 Ihoud 


have had x: and, as by the preſent re eſs it 


is probable that 1 way not be able to exe- 


cute my intentions before a late period; when 


perhaps peculiar circumſtanees might 

me through delicaey to decline it, I beg 
N to lay before the pu blie the following 
plain Narrative, which wil, 1 [ truſt, ren 16V 
Rs and error. . „ e ee 


I have much to regret whe! When: 136 5 
buſineſs was diſcuſſed in the Houſe of Lords 7 
1aſt ſeſſion of Parliament, the whole of my 1 
borreſpondenee, with the late Ameriean 
ra Earl Corn- 


* 


1 Lieutenant 


F * dann 


. Wallis, 


W 


. 
wallis, and che Admirals Teese a on 
the Weſt-India and American tations, was 
.not produced, or at leaſt ſuch: parts Beet 


as, being neceſſary to explain my conduct, 
might have appeared conſiſtently with ſtate 
policy. Becauſe the letters which compoſe 
that correſpondence, being written to the 
moment as events happened, are certainly 


the moſt faithful records of my actions and 


intentions; and are conſequently the clear- 
Jr eſt, faireſt, and moſt unexceptionable teſti- 
monies I can adduce in their ſupport. * 


hope, therefore, I ſhall ſand exculpated | 
from the neceflity of the caſe, for any im- 


propriety there may be in my annexing 


7 hereto ſuch of them as I may judge moſt 


requiſite for that purpoſe. Three of them 


indeed will, I preſume, be found very ma- 


terial, (Appendix, No. IX.) as they contain 


my anſwers and obſervations upon Lord 


Cornwallis's letters of the 20th of October 


and 2d of December, on the ſubject of 


15 7 - Eos 
F A * | the 
7 4 O'# — | 
4 * 4 % 


03.9 


the un fortunate concluſion of the: laſt cam 
paign in the Cheſapeak; —— which latter 1 
am ſorry to obſerve, were given to the 
public, while mine in anſwer were with- 
held from it; --- I hope without deſign. 


Although I never dared promiſe myſelf 


that any exertions of mine, with my very 
reduced force (nearly one- third leſs than 
that of my predeceſſor) could bring the war 
to a happy concluſion ; yet I confeſs that 
the campaign of 1781 terminated very dif- 
| ferently from what I once. flattered my» 4 
ſelf it would; as may appear, by the ſub- 
joined extracts of letters, written in the be- 
Sinning of that Years . and which were 
15 44 tranſ- 


3 
42 


= « 1 am moſt exceedingly concerned, my Lord, at 
| the very unfortunate affair of the 17th of January, {Cow- | 
pen's,) I confeſs [ dread the conſequences. - But my 


hope is, as it ever will be, in your Lordſhip” s abilities 
and exertions. | 1 have much to lament, that Brigadier- 
: general Arnold's projected move in favour of your 
| Lordſhip? 8 
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Ln) 
trenſinitted: to the A en 1 was led, 
| however, into theſe hopes, more by the 
apparent diſtreſſes of the enemy than any 

material ſucceſſes we had met with. _ 
I be plan J had formed for the campaign 
of N (open: the expectation of a rein- 
forcement 


ad 


Lordſhip 5 operations will have ders topt by the 


r 


appearance of the French ſhips. Diſcontent runs high 
In Connecticut, &c. In ſhort, my Lord, chere ſeems 
Kittle wanting to give a mortal ſtab to rebellion, but a 
proper reinforcement and a permanent ſuperiority ut 
fea for the next campaign; without which any enter- 
. prize depending on water movements mult certainly run 
great riſk. Until Colonel Bruce arrives, I am uncer- 
tain what reinforcements are intended for this army. 
The Miniſter has however aſſured me, that every poſliþle 
exertion will be made.” — Letter from Sir Henry Clin- 
ton to Lord Cornwallis, March 5, 17817. 
— I cannot ſufficiently expreſs my extreme joy at 108. 
ing Waſhington's letter. It is fuch a deſcription or 
| diſtreſs, as may ſerve to convince, that With a tolerable 
"reinforcement from Europe, to enable your Excellency 
to determine on an offenſive: campaign, the yeir 1781 


. | may 


forcetnent from Europe—fram the Weſt· In 
dies — and from the Southward (after opera- 
tion ſtrould ceaſe in that quarter) — added to 
W Len be able to ſpare. at the time Wan 


the enemy. This plan had. been ſuggeſted: 


4 7 5 


at E . was calculated 0 me 2 fair 


aud ſolid effort in favour of our Friends in Wo 
diſtrict where 1 had fore: reaſon to believe 


they were numerous and hearty : and wherel 


judged it might be made with little danger, 
even from à temporary naval ſuperiority of 


to tha Miniſter in the year 1 780, and more 
particularly explained to him in 1781 


: (Appendix; No. XI.) notwithſtanding-which 


a proferents” was given to another, (Ap- 
e No. 1.) Which ſcemed to be forced 


3 (Apr a . 

„ «·ð a 4. 4 #4489 a4. C5371 
7 - 

* * k | 


"9 # * \ 
, 3, : * 1 % 1 * 2 7 % FA * . 
4 41 1 1* 41 


e e eee ab . 


in America, by putting an end to the rebellion.“ —- 


Ek Letter from Major-general Phillips to n 


Portſmouth, N April 16, 1781. 


| (6) 
| | tranſinitted to the Miniſter. _ I was led, 
+ Fan into theſe hopes, more by the | ; 
4 apparent diſtreſſes of the enemy than * 1 
| | material ſucceſſes we had met with. 4 | 
| | The plan 1 had formed for the campaign - 
1 of — 2 the expeRtation of a rein- 
F „ TSF Vithe Gon cont 319 30 _ forcement 
| i | Lordfhip s operations 1 have boon opt by the 1 
| | appearance of the French ſhips. Diſcontent runs high » BW 
in Connecticut, &c. In mort, my Lord, chere ſeems 
Attle wanting to give a mortal ſtab to rebellion, but a 3 
proper. reinforcement and a permanent ſuperiority bt 
ſea for the next campaign; without which any enter- 
. prize depending on water movements mult certainly run 
„ A great riſk. Until Colonel Bruce arrives, I am uncer- 
: tain "what reinforcements are intended for this army. 
The Miniſter has however aſſured me, that every poſſihle 
| exertion will be made.” — Letter from Sir en, Clin- 
8 ton td Lord Cornwallis, March 5, 1781. 281 
I cannot ſufficiently expreſs my extreme joy at radi. 
ing ' Waſhington's letter. It is ſuch a defctiption of 
3 diſtreſs, as may ſerve to convince, that with a tolerable 
it : reinforcement from Europe, to enable your Excellency 


to determine on an offenſive campaign, the yeur 158k 


* = may 


5 


oy 


at NewYork; was calculated to make a fair 
_ aud folid eſſort in favour of our friends in a 


in America, by putting an end to the rebellion, — 
| Letter from Major-general Phillips to n | 


5 


ä forectnent from Europe from the Weit. in- 9 
dies — and from the Southward (after opera- 

tion ſhould. ceaſe in that quarter) added to 

what L might be able to ſpare at the time from. 


mal force under my immediate command 


qiſtrict where! 1 had forme reaſon to believe 


they were numerous and hearty : and where l 
judged it miglu be made with little danger, 

even from a temporary naval ſuperiority” of 
the enemy. This plan had been ſuggeſted 


to the Miniſter in the year 1 780, and more 
particularly explained to him in 17813 3 
pper dix, No. XI) notwithſtanding which 


a preference was given to another, (Ap- 
b No. N Which ſeemed to be 8 2 | 
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way probably prove the glorious 1 | 


Portſmouth, Virginia, April For 1781. 
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(Appendix, No. 1.) upon me by Lord | 
Cornwallis 8 quitting the Carolinas, where 5 


1 had left him in command, and march- 


ing into Virginia; a meaſure, I muſt fay, 


determined upon without my approbation, 
and very contrary to my wiſhes and inten- 
tions. The Miniſter directed me to ſup- 
port Lord Cornwallis and ſolid operation in” 
Virginia; the danger of which; without a 


covering fleet, I had conſtantly repreſented 
to him. He repeatedly | and poſitively pro- 


A miſed m me a: covering fleet: * and when the 


Admiral | 


* Extracts from Lord George Germain $ letter to . 


Sir Henry Clinton: 3 


April 45 17 81. 0 The lateneſs of the ſeaſon will, I 5 


imagine, prevent Monſ. De Graſſe 8 undertaking any 
thing againſt the King's poſſeſſions i in the Weſt-Indies. 


But it is probable, as ſoon as he has thrown ſupplies into 


the ſeveral iſlands, he will proceed to North America, : 
and join the French. forces at Rhode-Ifland, and endea - 
vour to revive the expiring | cauſe of rebellion. But as. 


„ 


* . . 4 „ ' 2 * 
* * 1 — 5 * e 4 ot > 4 8 
5 x 5 > i „ 
*, 


2 
. 


your” wiſhes, | 8 


operations. „ F 8 


. — o | 
ir Ik 
+ : 


Admiral arrived with ths! naval reinforce- 
ment from the Welt- Indies, * was "clearly. 


_ * * 
* „ - * 1 "+ s 9 o * 
SY _ * 7 5 . Y A 4 * * 7 i, * 2. 5 %* - 4 WY 2 b 1 A : . 5 
, 8 4 % Ti #6 . ' * ** * 7 *, W x 5 — « * N 
K x : 


5 


Sir George Rodney s force i little liferfor to his, and 


he will be watchful of his motions, i am not apprehen- 


ſive he will give him time to do you any material in- 
jury before he comes to your ſuccour.“ 


May 2, 1781. 1. 6 And as Sir George Rodney will 
bring you three more regiments from the Leeward Iſlands | 


before the hurricane months, the augmentation of your 


force muſt, I ſhould Win be Ka mo to the utmoſt of 


July 7 1781. bh. « * The arrival of the reinforcement 5 


will, 1 hope, enable you to proceed immediate]y i in the 


3 execution of your purpoſe, without waiting for the 
| three regiments from the Weſt Indies; for I do not ex- 
pe they will join you before the ſeaſon for offenſive 


operations there is over; when, 1 have reaſon to be- 


5 lieve, the French fleet will puſh for North America, 
and Sir George Rodney will certainly follow them, to 
prevent them from giving you any interruption i in your 


* 


July 14, 1781. « The purpoſe of the enemy was 
long known here, and Sir Geo rge Rodney has been ap- 


priſed of it, and will certainly 1 not loſe fight « of Mon... | 
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of opinion himſelf, and of courſe convinced 


me, that he had brought that covering fleet. 


(Appendix, No. III.) Therefore, as Admi- 
ral Graves's ſquadron. was acknowledged to 


| be and to 2 Monficur 45 Barras, 


1 could 


* 5 


De Graſſe. The very proper 1 you took of — 5 


mitting him copies of the letters you had intercepted, 


muſt confirm him in the reſolution he had taken 1 in con- 


ſequence of the former intelligence. But as in a matter 


of ſo great moment, no precaution ſhould be omitted, 
or poſſible contingency unguarded againſt, extracts of 
the intercepted | letters will be ſent to him from hence, 
and preciſe inſtructions given to him to proceed directly i 
to North America, wheneyer Mon. De Graſſe 8 the 
Lewards Iſlands.” WE OT | Et 
July 24. 1781. « And I truſt, that as Sir FAA 
Rodney knows De Grafle's deſtination, and the French 


acknowledge his ſhips fail better than theirs, that he 


will get before him, and be in readineſs to receive bim 
when he comes upon the coaſt. 1 

September 25, 1781, 1 truſt, before the end. of 
Auguſt, Sir Samuel Hood will have been with you, 
and that after his junction with Admiral Graves our 
ſuperiority at ſea will be preſerved. pe 


- 


of my+ own O's 
the r ath of J uly, relling Ws 55 n "a 


. big” iron ba, > Intre e. 


if 11 J | | | 
1 could not but ſuppoſe that che arrival of | 
Admiral Digby (hourly expected) would 
give us a moſt deciſive naval ſuperiority.— — 
And here, perhaps,” it may not be improper 
to remark, that though the Miniſter directs 
me, by bis letters of the 3d of May, and 6th 


of June, s adopt ſolid operation in "Virginia, 


ec Hgnifics to me his Majeſty s approbation 


* 


in 2 Toblequett letter of 


time, that « he has not the'Kalt doubt Lord 
„ Cornwallis will have fully ſeen the rea- 
44 ſonabſeneſs of it, me tecuted it with 
t * g aud N * 


Has e 


e | 
Pi 


| erm, 1 — Have" r wal Gene 
ide chat Mr. Walhington had the leaſt hopes 


ef 1 ſuperior French flect in the Chelapeak ; ; 


- fat conſequently never could ſuppoſe that he 


_ would venture to g there. But if be ſhould, 
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Rated, chat 1 ſhould. be able to ca; him 


there with every advantage. on. my, ſide, by 


having the command of the waters of, that 
bay — without which he could nat poſſibly 
feed his army. This opinion has been alſo | 
fince- confirmed by. a letter from bim to _ 
Count De Graſſe, dated a6th ofySeptember, 7 
1781, (No, IV. Appendix) wherein be tells 
bim, if he quits the Cheſapeak, the enemy 
will certainly get poſilſog. of it, and Ko muſt 
diſband his : nn 5 


4 MF Silit 


Had my , de age 2m proc, 
it t would have appeared from it, a 


turns accompanying it, that inflead, of 
ſeventeen, twenty, nay twenty. four thou- 
ſand men, which it has been reported + had 
at New Vork, (after the very ample rein- 
forcements, as the Min iſter acknowledges, 
(No. V. Appendix) which I had. ſent to the 
ſouthward) I had not 12,000 effectives, and 
of theſe; not aboye 9300 fit for duty, re- 
vun and ae Auk. had 1. bad 


twice 


W Be Q 


| wier that number, Ido not. know that, | 
. after leay' ing , ſufficient garriſons. in the | 
iſlands,and poſts depending n it is ad- 
mitted by all would take 6000) L.could, as 
 chas,, been | infinuated, have prevented, the 
Junction between Monſ. Rochambeau and Ge- 
? meral Weſhington, which was made in the 1 
highlands, ; at leaſt. 5 miles from me z or, that 
_ :1,;could have, made any direct move againſt $1 
their army when. joined (confifting then, of 


Bb; leaſt 11,000 men, excluſive of . militia, 


under cover of his forts. 5186 
Stoney Points. Nor (ſuppoſing, 1 had boats ; 
properly manned). would it. has, den * 


4 | 13 . 


aſſembled on either ide he Hudſon) pri 0 


any proſpect of ſolid advantage from it. 
cif bad as may 


x reaſons. to believe that 0 4 


Ahington wohld move his army into 
{11g inia rope covering French fleet 


2 a] had to think. he would; not. 1 could 


ted his paſſing. the. Hudſon 
planks and 


nat have preve 1 


wied, to hays, Janded at Ekzabeth. town, 


l in 
+ 1d ö 1 4 [ —_ - , 
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. 5 wy = | 
Ss | Mike a which he might ally | 
dave occupied ICY they were only even 
miles ſtom his camp at Chatham) without 
ſubjecting my army to be beat, en Heini. 
Nor could I, when informed of his march 
towards the L Delaware, have paſſed an army 
in time to have made any impreffion upon 
85 him before he croſſed that river. But with 
my reduced force, any attempt of the ort 
pe would have: been madiieſs and * in _ 
With what ut poſſibly be RT" em 
4 5 ſuch a Force, nothing could be atten pied 
1 except againſt detachments from Mr. Waſh- 
1 ina s army, or (ben reinforced in a 
Imall degree) againft ſuch of its diſtant mä- 
onally happen to be 
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gazines as might occaſioi 

. "unguarded, | Two of the latter offered, on 
| againſt e which 1 certainly ſhou 4 
h in ] uly, had Lord Cotu- 
-wallis ſpared me any part of 3006 men; 

but as his * ſeemed to think he 

a . „ could 


— 


could not hold the Ratios, we both though 


6 86 y* 


eſt TY bias, I was obliged to celinquiſh | 
this deſign. 5 The other, much 1 
portant, was againſt Rhode Iſland. 1 bad 
Alcan; by intercepted letters ein all he 


French Admirals and Generals, that Count 
Rochambeau's army bad marched from 
Rhode Iſland to join Mr. Waſhington : at the 
White Plains; that their battering | train 
and ſtores for ſiege were left at Providence 
under little more than 4 militia guard; and 
that their fleet remained in Rhode Iſland 


harbour with. orders, as ſoon as repaired, to 
retire to Boſton for ſecurity. By private in- | 
formation, which I had at that time, 1 found : 


alſo that the works at Rhode Ifland were in 
a great meaſure diſmantled, and had only a 


few invalids and militia to guard them, and | 
that they were both there and at Providence 


under great apprehenſions of a viſit from 5 


us. From other motives as well as my own | 


; knowledge of theſe poſts, I had the ſtrongeſt 


. f | 1 reaſon | 


(16 ) rs. 
reaſon to expe} the fulleſt ſucceſs to an at- | 

tempt againſt them, and 1therefore immediate-' 
ly propoſed to Admiral Graves a Joint expedi- » 
tion for that purpoſe ; which be readily" con- 


ſented to. It whs accordingly agreed between 
us, that it ſhould be undertaken as ſoon as | 
be could alſemble his fleet, ahd: a ſmall rein- 
ſorcement (which 1 hourly expetted) ſhould 
arrive from Europe. The reinforcement 
- Joined me on the 11th: of Auguſt, and 
the Admiral (Who bad failed on a cruiſe) 
| having returned to the coaſt on the 16th, 
1 immediately renewed my propoſal, (Ap- 
pendix, No. Viy The Admiral informed 
me in anſwer, that he was under the neceſ- 
 fity of ſending the Robuſte to the yard to. be 
be refitted, and that he ſhonld take the: op- 
portanity while that was doing of ſhifting 


1 maſt or two in the Prudente; and when 5 


thoſe repairs were accompliſhed, be would 
give” me timely notice, (Appendix, No. 
VII.) 1 he ſhips were not ready on the 
28th; Sir Samuel Hood, however, arriving | 


f 
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on that day, I immediately ordered' the 
troops to be embarked; and going to the 
Admirals on Long Iſland, I propoſed to them 
that the expedition ſhould inſtantly take 
place: but receiving intelligence that evening | 
that Monſieur de Barras had failed on the 
25th, it was of courſe ſtopped. Thus, tothe 
Admirals great mortificition and my 'own, 
Was loſt an opportunity of making the moſt 
f important attempt that had offered the whole 
war. And early in September, to my great 
ſurpriſe, (for I ſtill conſidered our fleet as ſu- 
perior) hearing that Mr. Waſhington was de- 
cidedly marching to the ſouthward, + called 
a council of all the general officers, who una- 
| nimouſly concurred with me in opinion, that 
the only way to ſuecour Farl Cornwallis 
was to go to him 1 in the Cheſapeak. 
Although I had « every reaſon to difapprove 
of Earl Cornwallis's march into Virginia, 
without conſulting me, (at the Ty of en- 
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gaging me in dangerous operations, for 


which I was not prepared) yet, as I ſuppoſed 
he ated with at leaſt the approbation of the 


Miniſter, I left. him as free' as air, when he 


arrived there, to plan and execute according 
to his diſcretion; only recommending to 
him, in caſe he had none of his own, the plan 


I had offered to the Miniſter ; which, not- 
withſtanding the opinion given in the letter 


of July 14, before quoted, * I did not, how- 


ever, find his Lordilyp the leaſt inclined to. 


eh. 5 


„Extract from Lord George Germain's letter to Sir 
Henry Clinton, July 14, 1781. — ( It is with the moſt 


unfeigned pleaſure I obey his Majeſty's commands, in 
| expreſling to you his royal approbation of the plan you 


have adopted for proſecuting the war in the provinces 

ſouth of the Delaware, and of the ſuccours you have 
furniſhed, and the inſtructions you have given for car- 
rying it into execution. The copies of the very impor- 
tant correſpondence which ſo fortunately fell into your 
hands, (incloſed in your diſpatch) ſhew the rebel affairs : 


to be almoſt deſperate, and that nothing but the ſuc- 


ceſs 


adopt. And that lente, which I did not re- 

ceive till September, found me deeply and 

dangerouſly engaged in ns K an he had 

forced me into. . lenge Thats ha d 
And here, perhaps, it may be proper "Ro 


— 


give the reaſons which induced me to recom- 


5 ceſs of ſome extraordinary e can give vigour 
and aCtivity to their cauſe; and I confeſs I am well 
pleaſed that they have fixed upon New York as the 
object to be attempted, as I have not the leaſt doubt 
but that the troops you had remaining with you, after 
the ample reinforcements you ſo judiciouſly ſent to the 
Cheſapgak, would be fully ſuthcient, under your com- 
mand, to repel any force the enemy could bring againſt 
you, I cannot eloſe this letter, without repeating to 
” you the vi very great ſatisfaction your diſpatch has given 
me; and my moſt entire and hearty coincidence with 
you in the plan you have propoſed to Lord Cornwallis. 
for diſtreſſing the rebels, and recovering the ſouthern 5 
provinces to the King 8 obedience. And as his Lordſhip, 
when he received your letters of the 8th and 11th of 
June, will have fully ſeen the reaſonableneſs of it, I have q 
not the leaſt doubt but his Lordſhip has executed it with 75 
his wonted ardor, intrepidity, and ſucceſs.“ | 


(=) 


mend to Lord Cornwallis to ſecure a naval a 


ſtation for large ſhips, if one could be found 
that was capable of being fortified and main - 


tained againſt a temporary ſuperiority of the 


enemy at ſea, agreeable to the inſtructions 
which I had before given to General Phil- 
lips, and which were. of courſe to be now 


conſidered as ſuch to his Lordſhip, p- 


pendix, No. X.) 
Althoügh l ought not to have iin 
6d that the enemy could have had a ſuperi- 
ority at ſea, after the affurances 1 had re- 
ceived. from the Miniſter, 1 yet always 


wiſhed to guard againſt even a poſſibility | 


of 1 it. Finding, therefore, by Lord Corn- 
wallis's letters, that on his arrival in the 
Cheſapeak, he had no plan of his own. to 
propoſe, and that he did not incline to 


follow the one J had. offered to his con- 


fideration, 1 recommended the taking a re- 

ſpectable defenſive ſtation either at Williamſ- 

bung, or York (the latter of which his 
ö ""—_ 


( 


Lordſhip had. ne me in a letter, dated 


26th of May, he was inclined, from the 
reports which had been made to him, to 


think well of as a naval ſtation and place 
of arms) and left his Lordſhip at liberty 
to keep all the troops he had in Virginia, 
"2 amountin g to about ſeven thouſand men. 
But thinking that he might well ſpare three 
thouſand, 1 deſired he would keep all that 
were neceffary for a reſpectable defenſive, 
and deſultory water movements, and ſend 
me of three thiouſand men all he could. 
His Lordſhip miſconceiving my intentions, 
(as will, I truſt, be manifeſt to whoever 
reads our correſpondence) and conſidering 
my call for three thouſand 1 men as uncon- 


ditional, tells me that he could not, with 


the remainder, keep Vork and Glouceſter; 
and that he ſhould, therefore, repaſs James- 
river, and go to the ſtation at Portſmouth; 
which. reſolutions, 1 confels, men me, 


1 g „ 
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as he had: à little before, in the letter above 
quoted, repreſented that poſt as unhealthy, 
and requiring an army to defend it. On 
receipt of his Lordſhip 8 letter, 1 immedi- 


ately conſulted the Admiral, who was of 
opinion, that a naval ſtation for large ſhips 


was abſolutely neceſſary, and recommend- 
ed Hampton- road. Therefore, in my let- 
ter of the 11th of July, I directed his 


Lordſhip to examine and fortify Old Point 
Comfort, which the Admiral and I thought 


would cover that road, and in which there 


had been a fort for that purpoſe for fiftx 
years, though probably then in ruins. But 
his Lordſhip informing me, in his letter 


of the 27th of July, that it was the opi- 
nion of the captains of the navy, the 


engineers, and himſelf, that any works 
erected on Old Point Comfort, might 
be eaſily deſtroyed by a fleet, and would 
„not anſwer the purpoſe; and that 
e therefore, according to the ſpirit of my ö 


„orders, 


023 
& orders, he ſhould ſeize York and Glous 
« ceſter, as the only harbour in which he 
* could hope to be able to give effectual pro- 
4 tection to line of battle ſhips ;* 1 ſuppoſed 
his Lordſhip had entirely approved of thoſe 
poſts; and that after examining them with 
the officers of the King's ſhips and his engi- 
neer, he would let me know if he ſhould ſce 
reaſon to alter his opinion ; and con ſequent- 
| ly I did not object to the choice he had 
made; nor indeed had I ever cauſe to do ſo, 
before I ſaw his letter of the 11th of Octo- 
ber, which I did not receive until the r6th, 
5 the day before he offered to capitulate, when | 
for the firſt time ! found his Lordſhip thought 
unfavourably of them. For on the 16th of 
Auguſt, his Lordſhip told me that he ſhould 
apply to the Commodore for a ſhip to ſend 
me a ſtate of things at Vork, and bring him | 
back my commands; by which I was = 
courſe to underſtand that his Lordſhip would 
ſend me his own and the Commodore s opi- 


nion 


K 44 0 

nion of Vork and Glouceſter, after his en» 
gineer had made a moſt exact ſurvey, which 
he told me he was employed! in, and of which 
1 expected a copy, as his Lordſhip had before 
ſent me of the one taken of Old Point Com- 
fort. But not receiving theſe from his Lord- 

ſhip, I naturally concluded that the poſt of 
Vork and Glouceſter was ſuch as his Lord- 
ſhip and the Commodore approved; eſpeci- 
ally, as his Lordſhip, in his letter of the 

22d of Auguſt, was pleaſed to ſay, the 
« engineer has finiſhed his ſurvey and exa- 
e mination of this place, (York) and has 
* propoſed his plan for fortifying it; which 
_«« appearing judicious, I have approved, and 
| 6 directed to be executed.“ And in the ſame 
| letter it was farther implied, that through 
the exertion of the troops, the works would 
probably be tolerably complete in about ſix 
weeks from that period: and from his ſaying 
alſo in the ſame letter, I will not venture to 


e take 


of September moreover told m 


4 take any ſtep that b retard the eſta · 
+ bliſhing this poſt. But I requeſt that your 
«Excellency will pleaſe to decide whether 
it is moſt important for your plans, that a 


«detachment of a thouſand. or twelve hun- 
«, dred men (which I think I can ſpare from 
<, every." other purpoſe but that. of labour) 
+, ſhould be ſent to you from hence, or that the 
Whole of the troops here ſhould continue 
to be employed in expediting the works,“) 
I naturally concluded that his Lordſhip had 
. not only ſufficient | to completa his works by 
the time he mentioned, but that be could 
ſpare chat number from the defence of them 


afterwards. . His Lordſhip's letter of the 29th 
e, have no 


«, doubt, if relief arrives in any reaſanable 
time, that both Vork and Glauceſter Will 
4 be in poſſeffon of bis Majeſty's 'troaps 3 


and again, that of the 3d/of October, My 


both ate in o beter at of deſcoce tha 


> 
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« we had reaſon. to hope.” eh Mt ſhort, I think 


| bis Lordſhip appears to have implied in all i 
| his. letters, (except that of the 17th of Sep- 
| | tember, the day he beard from Lieutenant : 
| | 8 of the navy, that Monſ. De Grafle, 
it = by the junction of Monſieur de Barras, had 

thirty-five or thirty-ſix fail of the line) that 
| 5 he could hold” out as long as his proviſions 


| | laſted — which- was, by his Lordſhip's own 

[| „ calevlation, to the end of October at leaſt. a 
ij From all theſe circumſtances, 1 had flat 5 
| tered myſelf, that the works at York would 
| have been tolerably complete by the 9th of | 

| Oober, the day Mr. Waſhington opened 5 
| his batteries againſt them: and from the opi- 
| nion Near me wo certain, officers of rank, 
1K 1 « York! 1 was ans no 1 for 
| his Loruſhip before the latter end of that 
* month; as 1 could not conceive that the 
enemy could poſſibly bring | againſt him 
JV. ſuch 


(&@ 7 
 ſacha powerful battering train as would de- 
moliſh his defences (ſuch as 1 had reaſon to 
hope they would be) in o ſhort; a ſpace . of 
time as! nine of ten days. {Hole a dren ed 
' Although. + never gave Lord als 
alſurances of the exertions af the navy before 
my letter of the 24th of September, when 1 
dich it in conſeqquence 0 of a council of war, com- 
poſed of flag and general officers; ' e rxtainly 
never gave his Lordihip the leaſt reaſon, to 
ſuppoſe they would not be made; a8 J always , 
took it for gra nted, before Admiral Gra ves's 
letter to me of the gth; of September, that 
our en was ſuperior to that of the enemy. 
Nor, 1 „did I know before 1 received 
Lord mel s letter of che 1 7th, (which 
Was not until the 234 of Septen Der): that, the 
enemy bad thirty-ſix fail, of the line, or that 
4 ut afieur de Barras bad nat en joined | 
Monſieur de Graſſe before - the action of the 
4 th of September. But even, pet this 
wie great as it Was, he, Admirals 
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fore, never could have hinted to his L 


© The whole of this matter thei 


on in that provinte. 
Fiſt His atmy without having a place of arms 
nagazines, c. dec. &. it be- 
came abſolutely neceſſary to fix on ſome 
healthy and reſpectable Ration, that coli. 
be made ſecure againſt a tempory ae, 
ority ef the enemy at ſea; and Vork and 
Glouceſter ſeem to have been "originalty = 
thought of by Lord Cornwallis, an ap- 
proved by me for that-parpoſe, But by his 


my ord 
_ the Neck of 10 ork, and conſequenly 


rel n- 


tainly, there- 
: | dip 
4 that their exertions would not de made- 
eee think, 
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(a:naval Ration! for oY ſh 
ceſſury, and recommending 
directed 3 to examine and for- 
tify Old Point Comfort in James 'River ; but 
bis Lordihip not approving: of ne 

e choice of Vork and Glouceſter. - 
. perſody agree with Lord ned 8 

chat to abandon his poſts, after he had oner 

fixed hitnfelf, »(although- by doing ſo the 

| might ſave" part of his army) would have 
been diſgraceful, day, perhaps fatal to our 
future! proſpocts of eſtabliſiment in the Che- 
ſaßeak, when ſuch a meaſdre ſhould. be au- 

| thoriſed by a covering flett. But even that 

misfortune, great as it may be "repreſented, | 
would have been : prtferable to the one which 

| happened; and therefore J told his L ord- 

ſmip, in a converſation- I bad with him be. 

I fore 1 ſent his letter of the zcth '6f October 

E. 0 de bentedl ot New ek; 1 bad conceived ; 
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hopes, that between the time of the French 
fleet's arriving in the Cheſapeak, and his re- 
ceiving information from me that Sir Samuel ; 
Hood had joined Mr. Graves, which was not 
until the 1 3th of September, or between that 
time and the junction of Mr. Waſhington. 
with the Marquis De la Fayette, when-his : 
| Lordſhip: heard from Lieutenant Conway of 
the navy, that the enemy were thirty-ſix ſail ; 
of the line, he would have tried to eſcape 

with part of his army to the ſouthward; a 
6 "io which certainly would have been julli 
flable, although in the converſation alluded g 
to, his Lordſhip. did. not ſeem to think it ; 
would, unleſs I had given hun aſſurances that 
the navy could not attempt to ſuccour hin; 
which aſſurances, however, I en. could 
not poſſibly have given bim. bor 
If therefore, Lord C analy $f lte; & 
1 20th of October, giving an account of 
am unfortunate. concluſion of the campaign, : 
uy the ſurrender, of York own, (Appendix, | 
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rances of the exertions of the navy, before 


* 


part of our correſpot 


3 19 1 bp 
Ns. vin. ) * ever have been underſtood . 
to o imply that the poſts of Vork and Glou- 
eſter were not his Lordfhip's "own choice, 
in preference to Old Point Comfort, which 15 
I had recommended to him; or that I had 
ever received information from his Lordſhip, ; 
that the. ground at either was unfavourable, 
till the day before he had offered to capitu- | 
| ate; or that I had ever given him any aſſu- 


my letter to him of the 24th. of September, 
which he acknowledges he did not receive 
till the 29th; or that any aſſurances what- 5 
ſoever given by me could have prevented his 
attacking the Marquis De la Fayette before | 
= | ae, joined that General, wh ich 

as on the 27th of September; I am per- 
ae it will appear that thoſe implications a 

ot founded on any orders 1 gave his 
Lordſhip, and cannot be ſupported” by any 
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fame, in a leiter I ſent him before be Haile! 
from. New-York, dated the zd and aoth 
of December (Which letter, however, did 


chat bis letter of the 20th of October was 


$A — 


a great. hurry. No m 


recollected that the propoſal firſt came fron 
me for embarking ſix thouſand men for that : 
; purpoſe on board an inferior fleet 'of twenty- 


Xt = 53 


not appear When this part of our corre - 


ſpondence Was produced brfore the Hoilſe - 


of Lords) I cannot doubt his Lordſhip is 


convinced that what L thetein en is 
right. 0 ata 1 5 i 


Lord a was as pleaſed u to tell: me 


written under great agitation-of mind, and in 
in could poſſtbly feel 
>xd{hip, and his dreadful fituation, 


 fay, no man could be more anxious, or would 
have gone greater lengths to ſuceour/ him. 
Nor will this, I truſt, be doubted, r 


4 


4 


ſevey fail of the line, incſuding "1 two! ro ities; 


0 thirty-ſixz and thereby 
HE I | Ws e - 


5 — 


© is © 


of the American war on the joint e exertions of - 


the fleet and army, to relieve that noble Lord 
and his gallant corps. 


1 have to lament that theſe exertions | 
MN: not have been wade in time. All 
the Admirals ſeemed of opinion at the Coun- 
eil of War of the 24th September, that there 
was every reaſon to hope that the fleet 


would be ready to fail on the 5th of Octo- 


ber. The troops intended for the expedi · 


tion bad been for ſome time in readineſs to 8 
embark, and did actually do ſo early in 05 


Ocober. It ſeemed alſo to. be the general 


opinion of the Admirals, that the enemy, 
although ſuperior 1 in number, could not ob- 


ſtruct the channel to Vork- river, ſo as w» : 


prevent the paſſage of our fleet, much leſs 


both paſſages of the Cbeſapeak. Could che 


woos: which, embarked under my! immedi- 


, have been put on ſhore on 


a ee fide, a junction with the 5 


1 of Lord Cornallis' $ ers on that fide 
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| their example was | communicated! to all 
ranks in the fleet; and with which, it is 


6349 


was: eaſy : but if they had been put on ſhore, 


even in James River, although a junction 
with his Lordſhip in York would have 


been ſcarcely praQicable, it might have been 
made in ſome other part; or at leaſt ſuch 


diverſions might have been made by the 
troops under my command as might habe 


ſaved part of his Lordſhip's corps. 


1 muſt, therefore, repeat that I lament; 
and ever ſhall, that thoſe exertions could 
not have been made in time. Becauſe, from 
the proſeſſional merit of the Admirals who 


were to conduct us, and from the Zeal 
which appeared ſo conſpicuous when I pro- 


poſed the move to them; and which, from 


to be preſumed, thoſe of the army kept 
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fully equal pace; 1 have every reaſon to 


think We eee have d | moſt e 
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But at the ſame time that truth compels 
me to impute our misfortunes ultimately to 
the want of a covering fleet in the Cheſapeak, 
I think. it right to declare, that, as a land 
offcer, 1 do not feel myſelf a competent 
judge of che propriety and practicability or 
naval operations. Nor can J, as a ſervant of 5 
the State, entruſted with an important. but 
partial command, preſume to enter into the 5 


counſels of Minifters ; 3 Who, from a more 


elevated ſtation, ſurvey and balance the whole 


5 ſyſtem of the campaign, and the general 3 


. . welfare of: the e 5 


' 25 

— « 1: am, however, : aware : of the Aiſfculties Admi- 
viltration muſt necefſarily be expoſed to, from the Var 
| riety of important matters which demand its attention. 
And far be it from me, my Lord, to impute the delays : 
I have experienced to any of the King 8 Miniſters but | 
I cannot avoid lamenting that they do happen, and [ 
tremble for che fatal conſequences which may poſibly 
ſome time or other enſue. — Sir Henry Clinton? letter | 


to Lord he Germain, 0 dated 1. 30, 1781. 
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"Upon the whole, I am perſuaded, that had 
1 been left to my own plans, and a proper 
confidence had been earlier repoſed in me, 
the campaign of I 781 would not probably 
have ended unfortunatily. But though” that 
apparent want of confidence was at laft re- 


moved, * and 9280 fulleſt | approbation 5 could 


e e ii eee 


cc The uneafineſs you expreſs on A certain on 
muſt have ceaſed long before this reaches you, and, 1 


7 truſt, in full time to prevent your reſigning the com- 
mand to Earl Cornwallis. The meſſage 1 ſent you by 


Lieutenant-colonel Bruce was taken in writing, to avoid 
any miſtakes; for, as I was conſcious of your having 


every reaſon to be ſatisfied with the protection ſhewn to 
you by the King, and with the conſtant deſire of his 
Miniſters to give you all poſſible ſupport, I could not 


help regretting that there ſhould have been the leaſt ap- 
pearance of that want of confidence between us, which 


might prejudice the public ſervice. . Your explanation 


upon that ſubject i is perfectly ſatisfaQtory ; z and you may 


depend upon finding every attention on my part to thoſe Do 


requiſitions which you may have occaſion to make. The 


variety of ſervices now y qarrying. on in diferent parts of 


* 8 aus 1 p ; | 
2 \ 


— 
9 — 
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wiſh given to che operations 1 had projected, 
my knowledge of the change happened- too 
late to extrieate me from the conſequences of 
Lord Cornwallis's ill-fated march into  Virgi- 
nia, and the orders they had probably occafion- 


«aps; Foreſeeing many of the evils which 


would reſult from this fatal move the inftant- 
I heard of it, 1 immediately at the time com- 


municated my apprehenſions to the K merican 


Miniſter. (Appendix, No. XII ) And as my 
letter to him of the 18th of July, 1 1781, ſpeaks 
very fully on this and other matters, of which 
J fear the public has been hitherto equally 
miſinformed, 1 ſhall take the liberty to con- 
elude this Narrative with the e . 
tract from 1 it: Gukpendir, No. XIII. mY 


« len 


the world muft ; account hes the difappointments you | 
ſometimes ſuffer. But you may reſt aſſured, that every | 
department of Government is anxious to furniſh you 

with the moſt effeQual means of carrying on the war 

with honour to:yourſelf, and with advantage to che . 
State. Extract from Lord George Germain s Letter to 
Sir Hepry n. dated July 7th, 17555 . 


- 


9 ut ) 

«CT can Gy little more to your Lord- 
ſhip! 8 ſanguine hopes of the ſpeedy redue- 
tion of the ſouthern provinces, than to la- 
ment that the preſent ſtate of the war there 
does not altogether promiſe fo flattering , an 
3 event. Many untoward. incidents, of which 
your Lordſhip was not appriſed, have thrown | 

us too far back to be able to recover very 
ſoon, even what we have lately loſt. there, 
For if (as I have often before ſuggeſted), the 
good-wil of the inhabitants is abſolutely 
requiſite to retain a country, after we have 
conquered 1 it; I fear it will be ſome time be4 
fore we can recover the confidence of thoſe 
in Carolina, as their paſt ſufferings will of 
_ courſe make them cautious of publicly for- 
warding the King's intereſts before there f is 

| the ſtrongeſt certainty of bis army being in 
a condition to ſupport them. 1 ſhall, there-⸗ 
fore, moſt cordially join with your Lord - 
ſhip, in condemning the bad policy of taking: , 
en of YR. at one time, and aban⸗ 
| g doing 


progreſs of the war; I muſt, i in juſtice to 


caſe of Rhode-iſtand. This, I doubt not, 


N n your io will acknowledge 


Toy 


4anjng them at another; and in As len 


chat the war ſnould be conducted upon a 
permanent and ſettled plan of conqueſt, by 


ſecuring and preſerving what has been re- 
covered. But if theſe maxims have. been, 
on. any occaſion, deviated from, 1 in the juſt. 


myſelf declare, that it has never been war- 
ranted by my orders, except, only in the 


will appear from the inſtructions 1 gave to 
eneral Leſlie, and the other General Offi. 


| cers, whom. I ſent. on expeditions to the ; 


Cheſapeak. For if Lord Cornwallis made 


a deſultory move into North Carolina, and, 
without a force ſufficient to protect, or pro- 
viſions to ſupport them, invited by procia« 


mation, the Loyaliſts to join him, and after«. 


wards found it neceſſary. to quit- the friendly! 
diſtricts of that province, before he could 


have time to give them a fair trial, I am 


4 . 


- ——— ———— 


I 22 


— — 
_— _ A 


— — 


5 


$- 
„ ; 
i 
| 
. if 
'M 
1 
h 
is 
| 


ay” SAL Eco 


„ 

\ 
* 
* 


A 
Clo ne Nr 22 DUR A, 
. * a ER ras, 


_ 
* = a 2 ie. at tr 
= 
= —— 5 
* 1 


— 


_ 9 — 
3 
1 
Prom 
3 


Ry — e 

* 3 

. — — 

= 1 5 — 

7 
1 4" 
— _ * 
— * * 7 


. =9c 
* 2... 
< & — — 


r 


—— 


* 


%, 
a 


7 49 >. 7 

he did not aft under my inftroQions: — 
nor were his Lordſhip s retreat ta Wilming- 
ton, and ſubſequent move from thence to 


Virginia, in conſequence off my orders; on | 
the contrary, as 1 foreſaw all the unhappy 


1 conſequences of them; 1 ſhould certainly 


have endeavoured to have opt bim;. could | 


1 have known his intentions in proper time. 
But though his Lordſhip's movements, 
(which it muſt be confeſſed have been as 


rapid as your Lordſhip expected) have not to 


my ſincere concern been ſucceſsfully decifivez 
1 am convinced he i is, as I hope we all are, 
impreſſed with the abſolute neceſſity of vi- 
gorous exertions in the ſervice of his country 
at the preſent criſis. - If mine, however, 
have not been equal to my inclinations, 1 
* latte doubt 5 5 will be found to to- be * 

21 1 ſhall now, my Ld TM leave to con- 
clude with the ſtrongeſt aſſurances, that no 
man can be more fervently deſirous than L. 


am 


1 

atm to ſee an honourable end put to this 
moſt burthenſome war; and if 1 remain in 
0 the command, that 1 n endeavours of f ine 
| | ſhall be wanting to execute, in the fulleſt 
2 = manner, the King's pleaſure aud commands. 
| Of the 10,006 men TI ſolicited, only 4000 
were even promiſed ; and no portion. 'of - 
| theſe, except El few recruits, Tag yet Joined | 
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| this part of tlie army. Vobr Lordfhip's 

ö laſt letters, however, give. me hopes, that 

= © three Britiſh. battalions' and two thouſand | 

3 tix hundred German troops may be imimedi- 

1 ately expected. If all theſe arrive, I ſhall | 
- then be able, at a proper ſeaſon, to reinforce _ ; 
7 the Cheſapeak corps very conſiderably; aud 
* * a reinforcement does not likewiſe come 1 
1 to the French armament already here, uch | 
at : operations may be carried on as may perhaps 
v1 produce ſome advantages f in the courſe of 

n 1 the Winter. But if our "reinforcement docs 

10 not arrive, and the French ſhould receive 


. theirs, 1 think we ſhall have * ching to 5 
m ee 


- 


. "Wis 


N 


- Before I cloſe, however, 1 wa leave to r 


x word or.two. in explanation of two obſer- 755 


5 vations, in the Commiſſioners. of Accounts 


ao 


4 Seventh Report; in order to obviate any im- 
plied cenſure, they may be ſuppoſed to point 


againſt me as Commander in Chief of the 


army in North America. 15 


The Commiſſioners are pleaſed t to o fay, « It 


Fl: appears that the number of the forces de- 


« creaſed every year, from 1778, but the 


66 « iffue for th. extraordinary ſervices of that 
. 40 army greatly encreaſed, during the ſame 


period. „„ oe thes SW 


And again, 6 «In the a account of the ines 


4 to the officers i in the four departments, we 


90 find that the warrants iffued to the Quar- 


4 ter · maſter - general, ſince the 16th July, 


6 * 1780, and to the Barrack-maſter s-general 
5 ſince the 29th June, 1 1780, and to the 
0 Commiſſaries- general, fince the 25th of 
66 May, 1778, have been all temporary, for 
8 * ſums on account; and that n no > final war- 


5 « * rant 


. * 43 'F 
* rant 1 55 been granted 118 ince ele Tereral 
10 periods. 80 that theſe furs have been 
s jiſſued, without” even the ceremony of a 
LO quatterly abſtract, ahd the confidential re- 
& liance on the erin that his vouchers; are 
4 forth-coming,” 5 


9 arrived! in London many days before the : 


Commiſſioners of Accounts delivered i in their 


Seventh Report to the Houſe of Commons, = 


Hlad thoſe Gentlemen called ypon me, as 
they did on Sir William H 


in England at the time I did, and who an- 


nounced themſelves to them; and had they 


read all the Reports of the different Boards 


of General Officers and "Magiſtrates, that 
had h een appointed by me at New ve ork, to 
eriquire into the expenditure of public mo- 
ney, (all which Reports | had been ſent to the wo 
Lords Commiſſionets' of the Treafury many ö 
months beſore) r am perſuaded” that their nl 
. 8 2 : | Report 'F 


| owe, and Lord 5 
* Cornwallis 3 ; had they examined chal offi⸗ fa 
cers of the different departments, who arrived 
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Report would not have appeared on the 


table of the Houſe of Commons in the ſhape 


2 it bas done. For when they were informed 


(as they would have been by the means Juſt | 


ſtated) that all the rum purchaſed for the 


ſupply of the army during the whole period 


of my command, was paid for i in America 
by my warr ants, whereas before then it uſed 


to be paid for in England; that conſiderable 


ſiums of money were paid on my warrants 
for expences incurred during the command 5 


of my predeceſſor, which could not be brought 


"0 account ſooner; that proviſions. to A, Very 


conſiderable amount were purchaſed in Ame+ 
rica, and paid for in Ametica on my Wn 
rants, for the ſupply of the army, which 
might otherwiſe have been ae 5 the 
greateſt diſtreſs; all which together amouns _ 
ted. to. nearly 1, 500,000). and that the. in- 
creaſe of poſts, during my command, at 
Savannah, 0 [© Charles-Town, Cape Fear, Port: - 
mouth, Penobſpot, &c. requiring each their 
i . e " 80s. © 


7 tw) | 
reſpective eſt n added of courſe to 
the extraordinaries: of my army; and that, 
beſides theſe, and many others which " 
could enumerate,. the peculiar ciarunſiance | 
of my command expoſed me to many ex- 


pences unknown ta my predeceſſor; it is 
preſumed, thoſe | 


1 


mitted, that the increaſe. of the iflues for 
the ;extraqrding y ſervices of the, army un- 

der N command, was accounted for: 
This, matter, 11 owever, went, by my de- 
fire, through. : a very full and formal inveſti- | 
gation, - in Auguſt 1 780, * 1 a Board of 
General Officers and Magiſtrates (of which 
Lieutenant-general Robertſon was Preſident) 1 
| under the title of a Comparative. View of 

a Expences ; incurred, from the 3M D | 
17785, to the x6th'of May, "1748 (the time 
of, Sir William. Howe's command and of 
bat was paid by me, hetween the 26th of 


E May 1778, and the 31ſt of December 1780. 5 : 


: Which produced the following Repart * 1 
E Board. 


© The 


entlemen would bave Ade 


ec mber, | 7 
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« The great national expence in the 


firſt period of Sir William Howe's com- 


mand, aroſe from the whole navy, and 
a very numerous fleet of tranſports, be- 


ing employed in attending the move- 
ments of the army; no part of which 
appears in Sir William Howe's warrants. 


1 The expence of the Quarter-maſter- 
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general, Barrack-maſtep- general, and En- 
* gineer departments, were neceſſarily ſmall, 
«© while the troops were on board ſhips, e or 


had their ſu pplies from tranſports. 


During part of the firſt period, the 


great article of expence, rum, was pro- 
vided for by a contract made in Eng- 


* land, and paid for there. Whereas, du- | 


ring the ſecond period, the rum was pur- 
chaſed by the Commilary-general, -and 


paid for by the Commander in Chief's 
„ warrants. ': Avery large quantity of pro- | 
viſions purchaſed alſo, during the latter 

6 period, ſwells the amount of the wattanits. ? 


| +4 14 '£6 But 


* 47 ) 
_- But »hax deſtroys a poſſibility c of draw- 
7 I any juſt concluſion from a compariſon 


7 of the amount of the warfants in theſe 


10 two periods, ariſes from this; that a great 


part of the expence incurred by Sir Wil- 
8 liam Howe, was paid by warrants e | 


"" by Sir Henry Clinton.“ 55 oF 
This Report having been os * 


mitted to the Treaſury, I-muſt ſuppoſe it 
was laid before. the Commiſſioners of Ac- 
cou ats. Had it been read by. thoſe Gentle- 
men, it is preſumable it would n at leaſt, 


accompanied theirs. 


With regard to the ſecond. As 1 
alluded to, reſpecting my not granting final 

warrants to certain departments from certain 
| periods; - if the Commiſſioners had read all the 
above papers, I think it would have occurred 5 


to them; ; that as. a Commiſſary of Accounts 
had been commiſſioned, and was actually 
employed in auditing the accounts of the 


different departments, I could not, with 


\ 


pre- 


"WOT pour 


"x in 3 


prophictyj/ plant nl kay to any _ 
the departments upon ther quarterly ab- 
ſtracts (as had been before praftifed) un- 
til their accounts had been rt audited and 


certified by che Commiſfary. 
As to the mode of ſupply which 1 Wand 5 


| eſtabliſhed, when 1 ſucceeded: to the com- 


mand of the army in North America, and 


which I underſtood had been approved by 


Goverment, 1 certainly could not, in pru- 
dence, have made any: alterations or reduc- 


tion 1 in it, as long as 1 had offenſive opera- 
tion in view. The inſtant, however, that 


I received orders to place the army upon a 


© fitict defenſive, 1 propoſed ſuch a reduction 
as could take place. And when Tobtained 


his Majeſty 8 permiſſion to reſign the com- 


mand, 1 recommended it to General Ro- 
bertſon, who v was as appointeT to ſuceved me. 


e . ix ro- 
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ant 47 2 of 4 Leno fe m Lord Georg! Ger- 
mais 10 Sir Heng Clinton,” dat ed % 1 5 
* 2 1781. | . 1 TS te 2111 '& | ; : 
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Coxcervin cherefbte fs highly as 

1 do of the iti mportant ties of the Southern pro- 

vinces, and of the vaſt Qadrinrnges which muſt 

attend the proſecution of the war upon the 

preſent plan of extending our conqueſts om 

ſouth to north; : it was a great tnortifica tion 

to me to find, by r instructions to Major | 

General Phillips, that it appeared to be m 
itſtenti6n'thar oy a part of tlie troops he car= 

: 10 with "Kittyth6uld?! remain in the Cheſa- 1 
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the chief and princi | 
ment of all the forces 


peak; and that he and General Arnold | 


g ſhould r return to New-York, leaving only a 
uffi 
poſts 25 whe Aab in Virginia. Vour 


ſex ve for r afriſous in che 


ideas, therefore, of the 1 importance of reco- 


vering that province appearing to be ſo dif- 
ferent from mine, I thou 72 it proper to aſk 


ALS » 0% - 


the advice of bis Majeſty” s other ſervants 
upon the ſubject; q and their opinions concur- 


| ring entirely with mine, it has been ſubmit- | 
ted to the King; ; and 1 am commangled. by 
his Majeſty to acquaint you that the reco- 
very of the Southern Provinces and the 
ſecution of the war, by puſhingour conguoſts . 
from ſouth to north, is to be conſidered as 


a "I 


al object for the employ- 


> under your command, 
which can be ſpared from the defence of the 


places ap; his OE: 5 a VOL ** 


18 The three regiments ow FRY nd 


5 the balken. anne with them, are, 


1 truſt, 


A % 


TS, T * 5 A. # 
1 truſt, wall on. their way by this time to 


Charles- Town; and as Sir George Rodney 5 


will bring you three. more Tegiments from * 
the Leeward Iſlands befdre the Hurricane 


months, the augmentation of your force 


muſt, I ſhould think, be equal to the volt 
of your wiſhes. GS ena e 


mo * s 1 0 * 
4 7 , 1 x 2 
$ 2:3. hv 1 | 
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Eura of a Letter Low Tank 8 — 


main 10 Sir Henry Clinton, dated * 6, 
1781. 


« I'SHALL chere lädt gilt obere it in ad- 
dition to all I have hitherto written upon the | 


ſubje&, that I am well pleaſed'to find Lord 
Cornwallis's opinion entirely coincides with ; 
mine of the great importance of puſhing the 
war on the ſide of Virginia with all the 


force that can be ſpared, r eee, 
is' reduced.” 0 3j 


enn 
„ FS. 4-48 A 1 , 


* in vun A m. i 
Gs 7 4 Letter from. e e Sir 
| 7 . Hod to. Sir. H. Clinton, dated Ul C uy 
. Auguft 255 1781, 


, fecerg't R, 
6 HEREWITH you will receive a dupli- 
i cate of the letter, 4 had the honour to write 
you by Lieut. Delanoe of the Active brig, in 
caſe any misfortune ſhould have befallen her = 
. 935 in returning to New-York. 1 am now 
ſteering for Cape Henry, 1 in order to examine 
the Cheſapeak, . From thence. I ſhall proceed | 
ö | do the Capes of the Delaware; and not tering; 
| or hearing any thing of De Graſſe, or any. 
detachment of ſhips he might have ſent upon 
this coaſt, ſhall, then make the beſt of my 
"2 +1 AF off Sandy Hook. This 1 have. commu- 5 
1 nicated to, Rear Admiral Graves, in order : 
| that he may determine my weben or not, 
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562K have the honour, to ſend you my. line 
* battle, by which you will ſee the number 
and! force of his Majeſty's ſquadron. under my. 
command ; and, I truſt, you will think = 
equal, fully to defeat. any deſigns of the ehe- 
my,. let De Graſſe bring or ſend what, ſhips 
be may, in aid to thoſe under De Barras. 


fon have the honour to be, &c. 


Geh 88 Ws 66 SAM. HOOD.” 7 
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Copy of a Letter from General. 15 aſbington fo 8 f 
| Count De rale, dated = n Sep- 
ienber 26, 1781. 1 8 


er ER" 


— 


« 1 AM unable to deferibe to your Borst 
lency the painful anxiety under which I have 
laboured fince the. reception of the letter you 

| did me the honour to write me of the 23d i in- 
ſtant. The motions of the naval force under 

your command, which your Excelleney ſays 

may potubly happen, ſince the information 
Watt „ communicated 8 
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ebrbmunfehfell. to 
Clozen, obliges me to point out the conſe- 
quences that may follow; and warmly to 


——.:%%õ? l.᷑ér«;“d 4 - 
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ceſs is open to relieve Vork, of whi 
enemy will inſtantly avail: che 
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IT by he 3 de 


urge a perſeverance i in the plan agreed upon | 


between us. Permit me, in the firſt place, to 
repeat to your Excellency, that the attempt 
upon Vork, under the protection of. your 


ſhipping, is as certain of ſucceſs as a ſuperior 
force and a ſuperiority of meaſures can render 
any military operation; that the duration of 
the ſiege may be exactly aſcertained; and that 


the capture of the Britiſh army is a matter ſo 

| Important in itſelf, and ! in its conſequences, 

that it ' muſt greatly tend to bring gan endt to the 
Var, and put our allied arms in certain poſleſ- 
fon of the moſt! ineſtimable advantages. 5 


If your Excellency quits the Bay, an ac- 


anſelves. THE 
conſequences of this will-be! not only dhe g ; 
grace of ' abandoning” Ai deſign on w which : b 
founded the faireſt hopes of the allied forces, 


Dei doas . 
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85 
aſter a prodigious expence, fatigue; and exer- 
tions; but the probable diſbanding of the 


Whole army; for the preſent ſeat of War bee 


ing ſuch, as abſolutely pręcludes the uſe of 


waggons, 


rom the great number of large 


rivers which interſect the country: there will 
be a total want of proviſions, unleſs this in- 
conyeniener is remedied by | water carriage. 


＋ his province has been ſo exhauſted by the 


ravages of the enemy, and hy the fuppott 
already given to our forces, that ſubſiſtence 
n a diſtance; and that can 
be done only by à fleet ſuperior in the Bay. 
u earneſtly beg your Excellency would 
nne that if, by moving your fleet from 
the ſituation agreed an, we loſe the preſent 


\ 


opportunity, we ſhall never hereafter have it 


ia our power to ſtrike ſo deciſive a firoke; 
that the Britiſh will labour without. intermiſ- 
ion to fortity a place ſo uſeful to their ſhip- | 
ping 3 aud chat then the period of an honours 


able peace will be further diſtant than ever. 
= 1 . The 
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— 4 he confidibce I have in your Excellet= 
cy's manly ſpirit and naval talents leaves me ; 
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1 no doubt that the conſideration: of the conſe- f 
| | „ quences ; that muſt follow your departur re from a 
i the Bay will determine you to uſe all poſſible y 
| means for the good of the common cauſe. ; 
i 2 From the aſſurances of the moſt expertſailors, . 
1 I am perſuaded that your Excellency may q 
i take ſuch a poſition in the Bay as to leave no- 
'* | thing to be apprehended from an attempt: of 5 { 
if 6-5 Engliſh fleet; that this poſition willatthe NU | 
=; fame time facilitate the operations of the ſiege, 

ki | ſecure the tranſportation of our proviſions by 
0 | water, and-accellerate our approaches by land- { 
1 ing our heavy artillery and warlike neceſſaries f 
i N in Vork River almoſt cloſe to our trenches. 
4 % The force faid to have arrived under Ad- | 
| [ == Digby, as the news comes from the Bri- | 


þ tiſn themſelves, may not only be exaggera · : t 
nn. ted, but perhaps abſolutely falſe; but ſuppo- = 
} ; fing i it to be true, their whole force united can / 
| EINE not by ſuch as to give them AE hopes of facs 
! 
| 
1 


e 
— 1 


ceſs 


cable; there: is ſtill another meaſure" may : 
adopted; Which, though much inferior as 
to the ſecurity and facility it will give to Our 
land operations, may ſtill be of advantage to 
our affairs. The meaſure, I mean, is to cxuiſe 
off the Bay, ſo as to keep the Capes always in 
_ and: to r wy e ves . 5 


on, has ſince appeared impracti- 


Ki Whatever plan you may apy 1 am to 


10 your Excellency to perſevere in the 
ſcheme ſo happily concerted between us; but 
if you ſhould find inſurmountable obſtacles 1 in 
the way; let me ultimately beg of you not 
to relinquiſh the laſt mentioned alternative of 
preventing all veſſels from the enemy Aan 
the Bay of Cheſapeak. e i 
The Britiſh Admiral may manoeuvre 
his fleet; and endeavour to driw you from the 
main object we have” in view; but 1 can 


Jͤͥͤö;èa Rn 


EDI 57 


by = * 8 2 N 8 i WE 2 
ceſs in the attacking your fleet. If the poſi- 
tion ge r ſhips to lie at an anchor, Which 


39 APPENDIX | 
never 4nlizye, that he will ſeriouſly: wiſh to 


| n e gencxal: action with a fleet, whoſe | 


F#Y GS TT all i * 


er for it, is ſuperior to the 


Paſſed experience bas taught them not to 
| hazard themſelves with equal numbers 3 and 


has drawn from them, though unwillingly, 
the moſt reſpectful opinions of their enemy. 


Permit me to add that the abſence of 


your fleet from the Bay may fruftrate our de- : 
ſign upon the garrifon at Vork. For in the 

preſent fituation of matters, Lord Cornwallis 
might evacuate the place with the loſs of his 
artillery, baggage, and a few men, ſacrifices; 

which would be highly | juſtifiable from the | 


deſire of ſaving: the body of the army. 
The Marquis de la Fayette, who does 


me the honour to carry this letter to your 


Excellency, will explain to you better than 


any other perſon, or than I can do by letter, 


many particulars of our preſent poſſtion. Vour 


aasee 1s * with bis eandour and 1 


talents, 


2 5 — 2 


moſt exaggerated accounts we have of theirs, 


wy oy * Wa _IW 


1 have ordered him not to paſs the Cape for 
fear of zecident, in caſe vou ſhould be at 


APPEN BET 5 
talents, which entitles him to your confidence. 


ea. It this be ſo, he will ineloſe this par 
1 e from himſelf, ELIE OLED 


„ 1 i 


« as. have the honour, Kc. 4 
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ter 70 Sir ir How Clan, d dated Oamber 12, 


4 {1T is a a great faisfaQtion to ag me "to find 


? 14s . l 


your, ideas of the! importance of ſecuring : a na- 


val ſtation i in the Cheſapeak capable of. \ giving 


protection to the King's ſhips, appointed | to 
intercept the navigation of that Bay, fo en- 
tirely coincided with my own ; and that the 


> FA % \F 9 * 
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plan you had concerted for conducting the 


N operations in chat quarter correſponds 
| 5 12 3 with 
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with What 1 had ſuggeſted in my former 


letters to you on chat ſubject. J truſt, there- 


fore, that Lord Cornwallis will retain the 
whole of the troops you ſo very properly 
ſpared for the ſervice in the Cheſapeak ; or if 
he has ſent Jou any part, that you will re- 
turn them to him. And a as ſoon as the heats 


re. abated, tranſport a firong detachment to 
Ca &c. | 


The proviſion you made for the ſouthern 
ſervice was certainly moſt ample. And I have 


always conſidered and ſpoke of it as a circam- 


Nance highly to your honour ; and as an evi- 


dence of your being actuated by: the pureſt 
zeal for the public ſervice, And though I la- : 
ment exceedingly that from a concurrence of 


untoward events, the ſucceſs was not equal. to 


* 
4 


the fanguine expetations l had entertained, 


wt il ? & FA 


1 never imputed any part of the diſappoint- 


1 481 
ment to a a deficiency in your ſupplies. 
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| Extra# fy Sir 3 Clintons Late, 10 


|; - Rear Admiral at re, dated N 16, 
# a 


* 


« ] CNN or fog I oils the reports of 


: the French being upon the” coaſt. Should 
: they prove falſe; and there was little probabi- 

| ly of their coming for a week or. ten days, I 
* | think thoſe could not be better employed than 
wa ; in a viſit to Rhode-1fand, | The recruits I 
5 have lately received enable me to make this 
5 offer, whenever. vou think. it prudent to at- 
8 tempt it. 711 vou determine, 1 requeſt that. 
i: Captain Duncan, May Lg the water · move · 
. ments of the N. | 
to 3 
5 1 Extrael from Sir Henry Clinton” 5 Aer 4 
_ ; Rear-Aduiral Groves, dated to 18, 
wt « WHENEVER, 2 think the feet 


under your command is in number and ſtate 5 
. 2 equal 
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equal to the undertaking, and you will give 


me twenty-four hours notice, every thing 
mall be immediately embarked 3 and 1 ſhall 


NUMBER, VII. 


. = 3 * 


10 I; H. Clinton, dated I 8 and. 2 k: N 


* & f 


el . Anwwer to your propoſition,” 1 can 
. aſſure you by letter, what I had the ho- 


nour to declare! in perſon, that J am ready to 


concur with your Excellency in any enter- 
prize where you found a probability of ſuc- 
ceſs; and that 1 would riſk the ſquadron | 
whenever you thought it adviſcable to riſk! 


the army. . 
0 The Robuſte 3 is * W Tan forced to 


ſend her to the yard for reparation ; and I 
ſuſpe& that her guns and heavy furniture 
1. be taken out to enable the thiprithns to 


" 2 i 5. * 
4 oF * 


examine 


Extratt from Nears Aurel IAN, 4 Kn 
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l examine as much of her bottom as pollible. 

Whilſt that is doing, the Prudent will change | 
one of her maſts, if not two. By this Rate 
you will ice our naval capacity. 

2 Aug. $i, 178 1. How ſoon the Robuſte 
will be ready is yet impoſſible to form a judge- 


| ment upon, as we cannot yet learn the extent ; 1 | 
| of her defects. The Prudent will, I am con- - ] 
7 fident, be ready! in much leſs time; and ſo will | 
- all the other ſhips, I have not a doubt. 11. | | 
4 5 1 Vour Excellency ma reſt aſſured that | 
» timely notice ſhall be given, and as early as | 


r il poſſible to determine upon the day the ſqua- 
- | dronwill be fit to act; for I would not wiſh 


1 that a Ty Gy ſhould be loft.” „55 

u | 

r N b M B 2 R vi. 

1 Eero om Lord Cornwall s e to Sir — ö 
1 . 's nen. Bort To e eing. 20 Oer | 
R | ber, 1761. r 

ko  - 1 HAVE e to e 

i your Excelleney, that I have been forced to 


give 
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give up the poſts of Vork and Oloueeſter, and 

to ſurrender the troops under my command, 
by capitulation, on the 19th inſtant, as pri- 
ſoners of war to the combined forces of Ame- 


rica and France. =, 


J never ſaw. this poſt in a favourable : 
light. But, when I found I was to be at- 
tacked in it, in ſo unprepared a ſtate, by ſo 
powerful an army and artillery, nothing but 
the hopes of relief would have induced me to 
attempt its defence. For I would either 
have endeavoured to eſcape to New York, by 
rapid marches from the Glouceſter ſide; im- 
mediately on the arrival of General Waſhing- 
ton's troops at Williamſburg; or I would, 
. notwithſtanding the diſparity of numbers, 
have attacked them in the open field, where 
it might have been juſt poſſible that F ortune 
would have favoured the gallantry of the hand- 
ful of troops under my command. But, being 
aſſured by your Excellency's letters that every 
poſſible means would be tried, by the navy 


4 


TS 


und Umys to relieve us, I could not think 
myſelf at liberty: to venture on either of thoſe 
Geſperite attempts. Therefore, after remain - 
ing two days i in a ſtrong poſition, i in front 
of this place, in hopes of being attacked, 
upon obſerving that the enemy were taking 
mieaſures wh 


ich could not fail of turning my 8 


left flank in a ſhort time; and receiving, the 
ſecond evening, your letter of the 24th Sep- 


tember, informing 1 me,. that the relief would 0 


fall about the 5th of October, 4 withdrew 
: within the works on the night of the 29th 


7 of September, hoping, by the labour and firm- 
neſs of the troops, to protract the defenee un- 
=: you could arrive. Every thing was to be 
3 eupected from the firmneſs. of the troops: 


But every: diſadyatitage attendedtheir labour 


as the works were to be continued under the 
enemy 's fire ; and Our ſtock of entrenchangs 2 
todls, which. Bid not mg: exceed four * x 


X end of Auguſt, was now much diminiſhed. 
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your Lordſhip before 1 ſent your letter to be 
. publiſhed, in which we ſeemed fo perfectly 
to agree, I muſt beg your Lordſhip! s pardon 


ſame people here ſuppoſe there are paſſages in | 
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s APPENDIX, 


A ſucceſsful defence, however, in our 


Liang; was perhaps impoſſible ; for the 

5 place could only be reckoned an intrenched ö 
Fs camp, ſubj ect in moſt - places to enfilade; 'q 
and the ground in general ſo difadvantageous, 
that nothing but the neceſſity of fortifying i it 

as a poſt to protect the navy could have in» 
duced any perſon to ere& works Pan * . pj 
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0 Fe a Ls - from Sir HenryC Clinton to ora 
'* Cornwallis, dated November 39, I 781. K. t 


cThis letter was not produced in the Houſe of | 1 8 


M vod, | 40 0 Nev 
5446 AF TER the converſation I had wit 


for again troubling you on the ſubject. But 
being informed, perhaps officiouſſy, that 


f : 
* that 5 
os 
% 7 £ , 
2 


A PEN DI, of 


that letter which convey an 1dea that you had | 

been compelled by my orders to take the poſt 
of Vork, (though it was not your own prefe- 
_ rence ) that you had repreſented the defects 


of the ground; and were detained there con- 
trary to your own judgment; and likewiſe 


that I had promiſed the exertions of the navy 


before my letter of the 24th of September : Wo 
am perſuaded your Lordſhip will readily ex- 


cuſe my requeſting a more formal avowal of 
your ſentiments, leſt I ſhould have then 


miſtaken them. Becauſe, if that ſhould un- 


fortunately be the caſe, I may perhaps be un- 
der the neceſſity of takin g meaſures to obviate 


your letter being viewed! in the fame light in in | 
ker. pre | 
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40 1 hav PE honour, bd. 


« H. . CLINTON y 
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Co of Furl Corn ally 5 Ke to Sir Heiry bg 
| Clinton, dated New” H ork, n ann 


e Sy. 1 | e 0 
kme Letter was, read in the Houſe of Lords] 


«SIR, 


| 1 YESTERDAY afternoon 5 was . ho. 
. og with your Excellency's 8 letter of the : 


goth of November. 


67 do not recolle& that any F 
paſſed between us the other day, before tho 
publication of my letter, relative to my rea- 

ſons for taking poſſeſſion of the poſts of Vork 

and Glouceſter. But, in my anſwers to your 
diſpatches, dated the gth and 1 ith of July, 
: directing me ſo poſitively to poſſeſs a harbour 
in the Cheſapeak for line of battle ſhips, your 
Excellency will ſee, that, after finding that 
works on Point Comfort cog not _ a 
. 4 25 l 
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1 naval force in Hampton Road, 1 mad that 


I acted in ſtrict obedience to your orders by 


taking poſſeſſion of thoſe poſts, I thought it 
unneceſſary to enter into a minute detail of the 
difadyantages of the ground, either on my 


firſt examination of it in the month of June, 


or on my return to ĩt in Auguſt; becauſe, on 


the firſt occaſion, as I have already had the 


honour of explaining, to your Excellency, 1 


did not, after ſeeing it, entertain for a moment 


an idea of occupying it, not thinking myſelf at 


liberty, by the inſtructions under which Ithen 
acted, to detain the greater part of the force in 
{2 Virginia for the purpoſe of ſecuring a harbour 5 
for ſhips of the line; and, on my return to it 
0 Auguſt, 1 thought it then became my duty | 
to make the beſt of it I could, having no 
other harbour to propoſe 1 in its place. 


In regard to the promiſe of the exertions 


of the navy previous to your letter of the 24th 5 
af September, I can only repeat what I had 
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A XPPENDIX: 
the honour of ſaying to your Excellenidy i 8 
the converſation to which you allude; that, 
without any particular engagement for the 
navy before that date, all your letters held out 


uniformly hopes of relief; and that I had no 
reaſon, from any of them, to ſuppoſe that you 


had loſt fight of the poſſibility of effecting it. | 
And that, under thoſe hopes, after ſerious re- 
flection, I did not think” that it would have 
been juſtifiable in me to abandon thoſe poſts,, 
Vith our numerous ſick, artillery, ſtores, and 
ſmipping; or to riſk an action, which, in all 
: probability, would, in its conſequences, have 
precipitated the loſs of them. | ped 
"> My letter from York, dated the 2oth I . 
October, was written under great agitation 
of mind and in great hurry, being conſtantly 0 
interrupted by numbers of people coming up- 
on buſineſs or ceremony. But my intention 
in writing that letter was to explain the motives 5 
that innen my own conduct, and to nar- 


rate 
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_— 


4 PPE N: DIX. | 71 5 
rate the incidents that edel the extremity ; 
that forced us to ſurrender. Ss ny Y 
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ce 5. a Letter an Sir Henry Cliaton to \ Earl 1 
| Cornwallis, dated New 2 ork, 2d and 10th 


of December, 1781. 
"5k Letter was not ha in the Houſe of Lords ky 
+ 5] « My Lord, Ne 
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- 166 AS. your Lordthip is [pleaſed in your 
led of this day, to revert to the circum- 
ance of your quitting Williamſburg Neck, 
and repaſſing the James River, ſo contrary to 75 
the intentions IL wiſhed to expreſs in my let- 
ters of the 11th and 1 5th of June, aud thoſe 8) 
referred to by them, and which 1 thought. — if 

they would have clearly explained. W 

1 Lordſbip will, I hope, forgive me, if | once 5 
more repeat that ba of opinion, if hoſe 

etter $ 


APE BE EN 


nad been propeity under teöd - vy 
your Lordſhip, - vou would at Aale Rave 


is heſi tated, before you adopted- that meaſure, | 
For I hur:bly preſume it will appear, upon 
a re-pervfal of them, that it was my de- 


fire to recommend to our Lordſhip the 
; taking a healthy defenſive ſtation, either at 
Williamſburg or York; and, after keeping 
| what troops you might want for the ample 
defence of ſuch a poſt, «and deſultory move- 
| ments by water, to ſend me ſuch a a proportion 
of the corps ( mentioned in a liſt): as you could 
ſpare, taking them in the ſucceffion they are 
chere placed. Your Lordſhip, on the con- 
. trary, underſtood theſe as conveying a poſithas 
order to ſend me three thoufand men, (by 
which: you ſay your force would have been 
reduced to about two thouſand four hundred 
kank and file fit for duty; having, it is 
preſumed, above 1 500 fick :) and was pleaſed = 
to tell me, in your anſwer, t that you could not, 
e en Want make * defentive 
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| to bear, from tlie great agitatioft bf tun aud 
Hurry in Which 500 tell itte it WIS wrirtan, ! 
Was vinwilling to give | you it that tithe More 
trouble on tlie bath; itz che bonelt Rope | 
that your I'6raſkip* 8 cahddur᷑ N will ind & 560 = 


41924} dif 


* 
JU m1 opt Bot | 


moſt formally to difavow Jour hav ving any 


; ſuth intentions by writing chat letter; in! cal 


you find; on. Fur arrival Int Eügland, that 


| tlie a df it (which T have taken roles 


fe unidereoed as ſuſpeer they thay 8, 
And: 1 therfort intended! tö have Tere IL 


dende fried, __ be delicered to Jod 1 


ph! „„ W : 


TIER 


Mn 50 ; ak ppapgpatdping your letter of 
cheat 2 Lhave, ha 1 mor. e leiſure 
tige ſiuce my. public di afcheg were cloſed), 


1 am of opinion, that it is properer your Lordr. : 


ts © 


1 et des my anſwer to it Baue. 


long 30815 


4 


40 I have the henbure e. 1 * 


Gde. 4 4 0 Hy 91 N 10 N. 
n. P. 8. aig; forgoreo'ſp ak tothe part 
of y6u "Lordfhip's letter of the 2d inſtant, 


where you ſay, I do not recollect that any 
N converſution po 


before the publication: of my letter; relative 


pats for taking poſſeſſion of the 
« poſts o of | York: and Gloueeſter, I: Wk leave 


ta do it here... alt wot eee eee 217 2 
| 1%: It is true, my L 


paſſed from your. Lordſhip on that ſubje 


Bur when, in the conxerſation alluded: co, 1•˙ 


mentioned chat L had directed you to examine 


diſapproving of that po 


vou lad ſorzed Vork, 


0 


* 


rr # 4 
* ? 1 7 8 


dd between us tlie other day, 


ord, no sonverſation 


1 {F% 


Old Point Comfort, and fortify it, but that, : 
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| Extra of a Letter, from. Sir, Henry 5 4 


Lord, George, Ger mainly dated, Necem 


* * | 
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the 1 e . 


3 © YOUR" Lordſhipiwill have received 
in my diſpat 
Cornwallis's letter, to mie of the not 1 


20 accompaniedit.\But our Lordihip will der 


5 ceive, thab l dechned making any remarks up- 


| - : on his letter until! a his Lordſhip; know: 
| ing t 


gui wanted beate could r 


3 
9 ” 


e 8 W 7 


ee f 


hy. No. 146, the copies of Lord: : 
of Oc- 
tober, his capitulation for the poſts of Vork 
and Gloueeſter, and the other papers which 


Lat my urhole correſpondence with him ö 
ſhip's : pofſeſſion;. every» 


oY 


APPEN Fs  W 


be cleared up. His ee having arrived 
here on the roth Ultimo, T have had ſeveral 


conxerfatiqns. with him g and I haye now the 


honguy, tocincloſe for: your-Lordſhip's infor- 
mation, the copy of a letter I wrote to ham, « on 
the ſubjeR, with his Lordſhip's anſwer. 

petceive by Lörd Cornwallls's letter of 
the 20th of October, that his opinion of the 
poſt of Vork is very unfavourable; and he 


* 


fine telt We, that yeh loes not think the 


* 8 


enemy will be able to 3 make 4 ſtrong one of it. 
Hae L his {:ora(hip, however, not been _ 
decided in his ſentiments of the poſt, all the 
accounts! had ever before received of the ſitu- 
ation. and. deſenfibility of the ground, would, 


! coniſels Jaye inclined me to bave thought 
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cy = a Letter "from: Sir H enry ene 0 


Lord . e dated December” 6, 
1701. 1 phe e 


8 
8 8 


[This Letter 1 was not read in the Houſe of Lon 


2 1 ; "4p 25 8 3 ; 
© My Lord, an 


« F have fo 1 hid the honour of aelre- | 
ring the fame ſentiments. to your Lordſhip, : 
that! muſt beg) your pardon for again troubling 
T you with che repetition, that I have ever been 


of opinion that operation ſhould not be under- 


| taken ! in the Cbeſapeak, without having a 


naval ſuperiority in theſe ſeas: and to the 


1 want of i it, and perhaps to that alone, are we 


to impute our late misfortune in that quar- 


ter. Therefore, when 1 did myſelf the honour 

| of ſending you a. copy of Lord Cornwallis s | 

| letter to me of the 20th of October, 1 did not | 
think! it neceſſary to trouble your Lordſhip 

with any remarks upon ſome paſſages of it, 

which might eem to imply, that his Lord- 

I 5 eee 9 


APPENDIX. RES 


APPENDIX, 1 
4 had been forced into a bad poſt by my 
| orders, notwithſtanding. he bad repreſented its 
4 delects, and had been induced to remain there 
4 contrary to his judgment, by the poſitive aſſu- 
rances 1 bad given him of relief; eſpecially as 
your Lordſhip was poſſeſſed of our correſpon· 
dence, which could in the fulleſt manner in- 
validate « every implication of that ſort, and I 
wiſhed to haye an opportunity of ſpeaking to 
55 Lord Corwallis, before I fad any * on fo 
= delicate a ſubject. . 
- « Since Lord Cornwallis 8 igel here, 1 
have had a good deal of converſation with bis 
Lordſhip upon this buſineſs, by which, and 
by the anſwer he bas ſent me to a letter I . 
wrote him chereon, (copies of which. are in- 
2 | cloſed) it appears, that his Lordſhip admits | 
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g this was not the eaſe. But as Lord Cor awal- | 


lis's diſavowal; is not ſo explicit and direct in 
his letter as I could wiſh, and I think juſtice 
to my charakter requires, I beg your Lord- 
—— | ſhip $ attention to the following obſervations; 
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which 1 6p the arixiety' 1 muſt naturally e ka 
on this occaſion, will plead 1 my excuſe for 


troubling you with; though they may not be 9 
neceſſary to vindicate me with your Lori, 5 


who is already ſo competent to judge. e 


I am perſuaded that it wilt appear 5-4 


my letters to Lord Cornwallis of the It 


and 1 sth f June, and theſe referted to by 
them, that I recommended bis taking a 


healthy, Geftnſtve ſtation, either at Walliamſ- 


burg, or Vork; and defired that, after keep⸗ 


ing what troops he wight want for” its moſt 


ample” defence and defultory movements by 8 
water, his Lordſhip would ſend me ſuch a 


proportion of the corps (mentioned! in A litt) 


as he could ſpare, taking them in the ſue- . 


ceſſion they are there placed. But his Lord- 
| ſhip, en the contrary, underſtanding that 


theſe! letters conveyed a poſitive order to End 
me three thouſand men, (by which he ſays 
bis force would have been reduced to- about 


4 


* 
1 
* 


+ "WP B 8 E N D I X. 1 8 oped 


: . Wo | 


1, 


9 conſulted | with Re 


not, conſiſtent with my plans, make ſafe 


defe nſive poſts at York and Glouceſter, (both 
Which would be neceflary for the protection 
of ſhipping) and that he ſhould immediately 


repaſs James River, and take meaſures for 


complying with my requiſition,” Findings, | 
therefore, that his Lordſhip bad ſo entirely 
I miſconceived my intentions, 1 immediately 
ty Admiral Graves upon 
the ſubjes of his letter; and the Admiral 
| being of opinion, that a "naval ſtation in 
Cheſapes : for © large ſhips was abſolutely re- 
Juifite, and that Hampton Road appeared TRA 
to be the fitteſt for the purpoſe 1 defired | 
his Lordſhip, at the Admiral's requeſt, to exa- 
mine 0¹⁴ Peint | Sram nigh | in h "the | mouth m_ 


| baude d that a work there would livre: that 
harbour; 


| PEND 4 * - 
; two wouſind four hundred rank and file fit for 


duty, having probably at that time a numerous 
fick) told me in his anſwer, that he could 
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Lordſhip to refer to; and I truſt it will ap- 


36 8 APP ENDIZ. | . 
beben! and if bis Lordſhip thought A 1 
at Vork neceſſary to cover Old Point Com- 
fort, he was at liberty to take that alſo, 
This order was ſent to Lord Cornwallis 
in my letter of the 111th of July, and his 
Lordſhip's anſwer to it is dated the 27thz 
| wherein he informs me, that having EX» | 
| mined Old Point Comfort, with the C ap- 
tains of the King's ſhips and the Engineers, | 
and being all of opinion a poſt there would 
not anſwer the purpoſe, he ſhould in compli- 


ance with the ſpirit of my orders, ſeize Vork 


and Glouceſter, being the only harbour in 
which he could hope to be able to give * 
fectual protection to line of battle ſhips. 


Copies of theſe letters are incloſed for your 


pear from them, that the poſt at Vork was 


"I this. inſtance entirely his Lordfhip' $ choice. 


But never. having received an repreſentation 


from his Lordſhip, by which I could have 
h „„ the 


ö 


55 


1 


and, ſuppoſing, | from the preference his Lord- 


7 . 
a as 1 


the leaſt conception be werbe the Sens | 


_ diſadvantageous and liable to enfilade, (as 
ſtated in his letter of the zcth of October,) 


tip had thus given it to the one I had re- 
commended, that he fully approved of Vork 5 
Glouceſter, I own I did not oppoſe HE 
bing hold of them, as I could not enter- 

tain the ſmalleſt doubt of their being deſen- 
e, and ſuch a poſt as 1 had told his 8 
Lordſhip I wanted. And, indeed, if his Lord- Tee 
_thip had not now informed me that it was a 


bad one, the eagerneſs with which I under- 
"ftand the French have fince ſeized and are for- 
dying it, would incline 1 me > Kill to think 
well i.. „„ LE 

With reſpect to his uin Meg 
deen influenced! in bis conduẽt by the bopes Fa 
of relief, (which he is pleaſed to ſay I uni- 
ſormly held out to him in all my letters) bis 


Oy: could not be inſenſible that the poſ-· 
0 | bility 
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tion in his Lordſhips letter that I had de 


ability of effecting it muſt, have entirely de. 
pended upon the exertions of the fleet, which, 
as ] was not: authorized to promiſe him. be» 
fore the Council of War held on the, 24th 0 


88 - 


September, I am: perſuaded, that the impliggy 
"3 


| + before that, period, cannot be ſupported (as 
- ined his Lordſhip. now ſeems to acknows 
ledge) by any thing I wrote to him, previgus 


to my letter of that date, which he e 


* 148 


on the 29th. As, therefore, my letters of 
the 2d and 6th of- September, which promiſe | 
ar "ys own, exertions, did x not reach b 
1 Tos * did; not F they Pg of 
Sire I. Hood's arrival, or that Admiral Graves 
had more than ſeven ſail of the line to em 
bat Monſieur de Grafle' J force, whoſe arriyal, 

it appears from his Lordfhip's letters, he 
knew of on the 29th. of Auguſt, and, ſup- 
poked. it to be nent” -five fail of the Jing | 
3 0998 | 1 his 


APPENDIX. 49 
is L. rdſhip- conſequently FF! not receive 
f n me any hopes of relief before that time. 
With regard to bis Lord hip's eſcape 
* „ Ney Vork, immediately on the arrival 
of General Waſhington's troops at Williamſ- 
burg, which his letter of the 20th of October 
implies he was prevented from undertaking 
by the receipt of mine of the 24th of Sept. 

IL eannot help being of. opinion, that, a re- 
treat, after Mr. Waſhington joined, was im- 
by prafticable, and that it was at no time to be 
effected to the northward, for. reaſons which 

I gave his Lordſhip. But had it been ever 

poſſible, after the time his Lordſhip men- 

tions, it muſt, 1 think, have been between 
| that gal and the time of the mem 8 force 
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wk it is e den bis 28 
ſhip was not prevented by any thing 1. ſaid 
in that letter, as he acknowledges he did not 
keceive it until after the latter event took —_ 
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pay 1 * 
would not be made to fucebdur him; though, 
1 muſt conſeſs, I think bis Lordſhip ſpeaks 
fleet Is nn 5 failing: M f 


hefice Abotſt the 5th of October. 


T the next da told bim, that unforeſeen 
accidents 10 e en it” out 1 day or 15 


re? fon to ſuppoſe. at an attempt 


in his letter ruther too poſitively of the op 
vion F gave _ we to the time of the 
o every dan to re we ſhall ey" from 
And 
left even that ſhould be thought nn : 


two longer. As 44 ee 55 EY. 7 WT Rk | acl 1 
* The complaint Mis Lordſhip makes of . 


the want of intrenching tools, F can only = 
_ anſwer, by faying, that it appears from the : 
5 Adjutant - generals returns to me, that two 


thouſand five hundred had been ſent by the 
engineer to the Cheſapeak with the different 
expeditions, ſince the one commanded by 

eneral Arnold incluſive; and the firſt mo- 


ment a requifition was made for more, (which = 


APEX DIX. i 
was not before bis Lordſhip's letter of tbe 
22d of; Auguſt); Lordered an additional ſup⸗ 
ply to be ſent, which were prevented from 
going by the arrival of: the French fleet. 
But 1 muſt own, my Lord, that I was not 
then very uneaſy on this ſcore, as I flattered 
myſelf it was poſſible for his Lordſhip to | 
have collected what be wanted from the 


neighbouring plantations any time before'ul the t 


5 Da was begun. V 


„No man, my Lord, can feat m more aſi 
than I did for the unhappy fitnation of Lord 
. Cornwallis and his gallant army, whoſe” me · 
ritorious conduct, ſpirit, and zeal, on all oc⸗ 
eafiqns, - muſt heighten our anxiety and con- 
cern for their preſent fate; and therefore as 
his Lordſhip ! is. pleaſed to tell me that his - 
letter of the 20th: of October was written : 
under great agitation of mind and in great 
hurry, which might poſſibly have prevented . 
bis adverting to the implications which it 


may be thought to bear, I cannot, at prfnt, 
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doubt his Lordſhip will have candour enough | 
| moſt formally to diſavow. his having as : 
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wiſh to give his Lordſhip more trouble ow - 
the 1 ubject, although his anſwer of the 2d : 

155 inſtant is not ſo explicitly ſatisfactory as I 
expected it would have been; for, if the 
paſſages. in that letter, which -I have taken 

: notice of, ſhould be underſtood in Europe | 


in any reſpe& to- my prejudice, I cannot 


ſuch intentions. But if his Lordſhip, con- 
trary to my expectation, ſhall not be in- . 
clined to do ſo, I muſt be obliged, though 


reluctantly, moſt earneſtly to requeſt your 
Lordſhip to render me that juſtice, (Which L 1 
am reed mr think 1, n * oh 6 
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1 5 . requiring a \ fortified ks. 
— ſhips | in the-Cheſa „ ſhould: propoſe 
Vork Town, or Old Point Comfort, if poſe 2 
ſeſßon of either can be acquired, and main- | 


ws Þ — 
apts « 


— 
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at liberty to take poſſeſſion thereof; But if 5 
the objeQtions are ſuch, as you think. forcible, 
you muſt, after ſtating thoſe. . objeions, der 
it till folid operations take place in 
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Extract rf: the — of be 
held with General Philli ps, N to ee: 
General a! Offcir for his Guides. „ 
hs BUT if the ights of of * ork, ook I rhe | 

on the Glouceſter fide, cannot be ſo well | 

and fo ſoon fortified as to render that poſt : 
hors inſult before the: enemy ean move a foree, 

&c. againſt it, it may not be adviſeable to at- 

tempt it. In that caſe ſomething may pol: | 

fibly be done at Old Point Comfort to cover 
large ſhips lying! in Hampton þ d, which! 18 : | 
reckoned a good one. If neither can be ſe⸗ 

cured, we muſt content -ourſelves with keep- 8 

ing the Cheſapeak, with | frigates and other 

armed veſſels, which will always find ſeeu- 
rity againſt a \ ſuperior naval force. in Eis. 
beth River.“ 
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Lord George Germain. 9 5 


belonging to the ſouthern army, which will 


be about eight hundred. And then, including N 


the corps under General Leſlie, Lord Corn- 


wallis will have full 11 0 elſective rank and : 


; file under his orders, 


April sch, 1781. „ After the. — 


of Charles-town, Lord Cornwallis informed 


OCTOBER 30, 1780. 44 1 mall ir in a oy 
au ſend to Charles- town all the recruits 


ef? 


- me, that be thought! the force I left with him 5 
fully competent to the defence of South, and | 
| moſt probably t the reduction of North Caro EY 
ina. I had, therefore, at that time no other 


intention (threatened as. we were, by the EX 


to ee, nt by Way of x making a 


| peed arrival of a French fleet and army in 6 
Nhode-Iſland) chan to ſend an expedition in- 


96-3 z & : 2 & N 2 # 1 
- | \ : | 


* 7 * * 7 
33 8 N 0 y e = 11 OE. + hs ae 1 2 — * 2 __ þ 
rr cm Mc - 'Y bt Lay EE 8 2 4 F * ** oc. SEL 8 2 
_ = _ #7 ö as —— — — K - A . ＋ i V 2 . "we 
wore a ” GL - 5 
ts * 


r 


4 
| 


. 
'| 
$4 
i 
8 
* 1% 
N * 

i 


F >» HEEL, r I S 
” Ny PR a En a” * NHL „ m - +. "— * 
2 * 2 7 * 
A p — 7 b — —— 
32 


r 20 
— — <4 wy 
* 


| 96 KP. ENDIX. 


diverfion in his Lordſhip s favour, until more 
ſolid operation might take place. Which * 


OP) 


was | in hopes that adequate 1 


from Europe would have e me to un- 
dertake early in the preſent year. Events, 


bowever, notwithſtanding the very glorious 


exertions which were made at Camden, al- 
tered Lord' Cornwallis's: fituation ſo much as 
to make it neceſſary for him to call the corps 
I bad ſent to Chefapeak with General Leſlie, 
| (and which I had put under his, Lordſhip's | 
orders) to a nearer co-operation. . Being, 
therefore, fill defirous to ſecure a poſt in 


chat Bay to cover the King's frigates Which 
might be acting there; and at the ſame time 


1 


5 wiſhing to give Lord Cornwallis e every affiſ: . 


tance in my power; I ſent thither another 


detachment, under the orders of Brigadier- 
general Arnold; [whith; though not ſo con- 
13 ſiderable as the former, met with the fulleſt | 


ſucceſs, and will, I doubt not, have greatly | 
aided the movements of the army in . 


ISE + 
ln. General Waſhington haring detached 
4 body of troops to the ſouthward, and the 
F rench having embarked j in their fleet ano- 
ther from their army at Rhode-iſland, with 
an apparent intention of interrupting our _ 
operations in Virginia, and the Carolinas; 
I was induced to ſend to the Cheſapeak ano- 
ther expedition (drawn principally. from the 
elite of my army) under Major-general Phil- 
lips. All | theſe ſeveral: detachments, your 
Lordſhip will perceive ; are acting, either with 
or in favour of Lord Cornwallis. But, as 
| General Waſhington” s letter to Mr, Harriſon 
(a copy of which your Lordſhip will ſee 
; amongſt the intercepted letters incloſed) inti · 
mates, that there will be oppoſed to his 
b Lordſhip, | above two thouſand Continental 
more than General Green had with him be- 
fore; 1 am led to hope, that when his 
Lordſhip has eſtabliſhed. himſelf 3 in North- 
Carolina, a very conſiderable portion of his 
army may be ſpared to aſſiſt in carrying into 
Q - — execution 
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A PPENDt X. 
execution ſuch farther operations as Lord 


Coruwallis may have to propoſe; or the 


whole or ſuch part as ſhall be found practi- 
cable of thoſe 1 had deſigned, and according- 


5 ly explained. to Major-general Phillips, in 
| fome'converſations I * With bim * 


his deparküü re ern, 
If an attempt upon the forts'i in this bigh- 


"Lad ſhall not, on mature deliberation, be 
thought adviſeable, and nothing elſe offers in 
this quarter; 1 ſhall probably reinforce Ma- 
jor-general Phillips, and direct him to carry 


on ſuch operations as may moſt effectually 
favour thoſe of Lord Cornwallis, until ſome 


plan can be determined on for the. campa rl. 


For, untill know his Lordſhip's ſuceeſs, the 
force he can, in conſequence of it, ſpare froin 


the . þ and ne ann of the arrival 


ed to reinforce us, — 


it will be im e eee ee 5 
Vour Lordſhip will, however, ſee by the in- 
cloſed opinions, What Were the operations 1 


35% 


APPENDIX.” .*' 
had planned for the enſuing campaign, upon 
the ſuppoſition, that Lord Cornwallis ſuc- 

ceeded in the Carolinas, and was able to 
ſpare a conſider able force from tlience. With 
the ten thouſand men Lrequeſted, 1 ſhould not 
| have had a doubt of ſucceſs. But in my 
preſent reduced ſtate and proſpects I dare not 
Matter myſelf with any. And if the French 
ſhould ſtill be reinforced, your Lordſhip will, 
I am perſuaded,. judge our fituation to be | 
8 For, with regard to our efforts 
in the Cheſapeak, your Lordſhip knows 
how much their ſucceſs and even the ſafety 
of the armament there, will depend upon our 
having a decided naval ſuperiority in theſe 
ſeas. - And I, therefore, cannot doubt that 
every precaution will be taken, to give me, 
at leaſt; timely notice of the contrary being. 
likely to Happen; as my ignorance of ſuch 
an event N ys be moſt fatal in its conle- 
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yo APPENDIX. 
„The reinforcement I aſked for was 
only what J judged to be barely adequate | 
to the ſervices required; and I moſt ſincerely 
wiſh it had been poſſible to have ſent it in 
the full extent of numbers, and in the time I 
requeſted. However, the preſent reduced ftate 
of General Waſhington, the little probability 
there is, I hope, of an, augmentation to the 
French armament, and the certainty there i is, 

] lizewiſe hope, of the ſix Britiſh regiments 
and one thouſand recruits joining me in a 
| ſhort time, together, with the expectation 
J have of Lord Cornwallis's ſucceſs in Caro- 
MN Ina. enabling him to ſend me a conſiderable 
reinforcement from thence, render the ap- . 


5 pearances of my ſituation leſs critical. And 


I ſhall, therefore, only add, my Lord, that 


_ while the King does 'me the honour to 
truſt me with the command of this army, 
I will employ; it to the utmoſt of my poor 

abilities, for the promoting his ſervice; 

taking the liberty, e, to kreſent 


(as 


APPENDIX. 101 
(as1 think it my duty) what advantages may 
be obtained by an additional force, and what 
evils may be oo from the want of 
a ſufficient one. | 1 
en go, e 1 Lordſhip wil ; 
have ſeen in the paper I had the honour to 
ſend you in my laſt diſpatch, what force 1 
judged would be requiſite for this ſervice. 
Not leſs, my Lord, than 10,000 men rank 
and file, fit for duty; indeed 1 wiſh they 
| could be more. But the incloſed returns 
wall ſhew your Lordſhip, that after leaving 
theſe. poſts to their preſent garriſons, and 
leaving 1000 men in the poſt in Elizabeth 
River (ſuppoſing it may not be found ne- 
_ ceflary to occupy another tation) I ſhall not 
have quite 5000 men for it, unleſs the three 
battalions: expected from the Weſt Indies 
arrive in proper time and condition for ſer- 
vice, or Lord Cornwallis ſhould be able 
to ſpare from his defenſive in Carolina(when 
he determines * it) a conſiderable part 


of 


es APPENDIX. 


of the army under his immediate mind 3 
which, however, his Lordſhip's letter of 
the 10th inſtant, gives me no hopes of, or 


indeed that he will even ſpare me the three 
regiments coming from Ireland. 
&« With theſe five thouſand, however, my 
| Lord, I may poſſibly determine to riſk, even 
by deſultory movements, the trial of this 
experiment, ſhould I find the report given 


me of our friends in that country properly 
founded. If it ſucceeds as fully as our lan- = 
guine friends would perſuade us to hope, we 


may poſſibly be able to maintain ourſelves 
there with a ſmall force; but if we are in a 


fituation to give the experiment a fair trial, 

and it then fails, 1 ſhall, I confeſs, have. 
little hopes afterwards of re-eſtabliſhing order 
on this continent ; which I am free to own 
I think can never be effected without the « cor- 
dial aſſiſtance of numerous s friends, e. 25 al 
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Huld in the above letter bb following. 


extrheis from Sir Henry Clinton's letters 10 __ 
JON General P TOs 


April 26, cli 


5 « Look Cornwallis's as at Wilming= 
ton has conſiderably changed the complexion 


| of OUT. affairs tothe ſouthward; and all cho- 


rations to the northward muſt probably give 


Place to thoſe in favour of his Lordſhip, 
which at preſent appear to require more 


immediate attention. I know nothing of his 
Lordſhip's ſituation, but what 1 have learnt 
from his letter to me of the roth, which you 


| have read. I had (great hopes, before I re- 
ceived this letter, that his Lordſhip would 
have been! in a co 


Eur ope for his m re: 


dition to ſpare me a oon- 
ſiderable part of his army from Carolina for 
che operations in Cheſapeak z but you will ob- 
ſerve from it, that inſtead of ſendingany part 
of his preſent force thither, he propoſes to de · 

tain a part of the reinforcement coming from | 
outhern x'6perations, e even 
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. PEN DI X. 
though they ſhould be defenſive. TI ſhall, 
therefore, take the opin ions of the general of- 
ficers near me, upon the preſent ſtate of our 
affairs, and afterwards ſend you ſuch a rein- 
forcement from this army, as we may judge 
can be done with tolerable ſecurity to this 
poſt, at leaſt while we remain ſup perior a at ſea. 
April 30, 1781. To the ſame. If 
Lord Cornwallis propoſes no operation to 
you ſoon (chat js, before the month of June) 
and you ſee none that will operate for him a 
directly, I think the beſt indirect one in his 
favour will be what you and General Arnold 
have propoſed to me in No. 10 of your 
joint letter of the 18th inſtant. The only 
riſk you run is from a temporary ſu periority 
of the enemy at ſea; it is, however, an im- 
portant move, and ought, in my opinion, to 
be tried, even with ſome riſæ. Give me time- 7 
Ii information of your intended move, and 
if poſlible I will follow you into — with 
ſuch a {mall reinforcement as I can at the 4 
time ſpare. 


6c If | 


3 


ſuperiority at ſea, I thould. wiſh to . *" 
Should Lord Cornwallis determine on 


APPENDIEY is 
l the nent packet does not ſatisfy me 


* — Tihatt probably retire and leave the 
mand to Lord Cornwallis; to whom it 


will. be my advice to try the only experiment 


chat in my opinion can operate, if the one in 


Carolina has failed. For as to Virginia, 1 
know none which e can reduce that proviiies 
in one campaign. ont. 20D 1202 of 
4% As you ſeemed to think, beſiſſs you re- 

; ceived Lord Cornwallis's letter, that all direct 
; operation in favour of his Li 
teaſe by the en 
| receive General Arnold's „ aud your opinion 
as ſoon as poſſible; 1 confe 


refhip would 
d of May, &c. pray let me 


It am not ſans. 


guine 3 but if. the experiment can be tried 
7 without any other riſk than from the enemy, 3 


TN 


i 
— 


a defenſive in the Carolinas, he ſurely c cannot 


5 want any of the European reinforcement, and 
4 vill, of courſe, fend it to you, and all fuch | 
3 other a as mall arrive; thus reinforced, iE 


131 | 5 P | | after 
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A APPENDIX: 
after leaving a ſufficient garriſon i in Elizabeth | 
River, you can proceed to- —1 think we 
ſhall be in force to give this a fair trial; and 
I may leave you in the command there, un 
leſs things! ſhould take a more fayourable turn 
in the Carolinas, and Lord Cornwallis's, pre- 55 
ſence there be no longer neceſſary. For un- 
til they do, I ſhould ! imagine he SY not R 
"WH them... . 42 
N. B. Theſe two ie wich WIG . dif; = 
1 fell into Lord Cornwallis' 8 hands 
on General Phillips s death, and were opened 
by bis Lordſhip; ; and the oxpedition therein 
e recommended to W oonſideration.: x; 


NUMBER” xr. e 


12 21. 


| Extrafts from Sir Henry Clinton's s Letters 4 5 
. enen Cernain. 9 | 


4 My 20, 1784. a 


rn 


7 intention x joining eee Phil. 


3 


bps, as mentioned 3 in his letter to that Ge, 


1 Eu 111 


neral iS 
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neral Officer, 1 ſhall be under ſome appre- 


henſions for every part of South Carolina, 


except Charles. town, and even for Georgia, 


mleſs the ſpeedy arrival of the reinforce- 


ment expected from Europe, may enable the ] 


officer, commanding in South Carolina, to 


tate poſt in force in ſome b eb ſtation in 


the back country. J erte i 35% 116 
- May 22. N cemichſtading the purport 
of [theſe letters, I am yet in hopes, from 

Lord Cornwallis's letter to me of the 24th, 


for Trike, not only to his'own corps, but to 
that of Wee, eee 


c mem Eve ſe 
have my doubts whethef his Lordſhip's 


march to the northward will draw after him, . 
as he expects, the rebel General Green; 
who, 1 fear, * endeavour either to inveſt 


N * Os” Camden, 


* 
* 
* 
_- 
* 
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t at his Lordſhip will not perſiſt in attemp- 
- ting 4 junction with Major-general Phillips; 
| 281 am apprehenſive! it may be attended n 


* Aan. o even ; 


40 APPENDIX.) | | 
g Camden dr, by Ktatiotüng bimſelf ber 
tween, that! place and Charles town, render 
Lord Rawdon's ſituation very hazardous. 1 
am therefore induced to flatter myſelf, that 
Lord Cornwallis, when: he hears of Lord 
Nawdun's ſucteſs againſt Green; will rather | 
warch into South Carolina, either hy -the 
direct route of Croſs Creek: and Camden, or 
by that of George-towg or even by = : 
barkation, though he: ſhould: be obliged to 
leave bis cavalry bebind| until: veſſels can be 
ſent for them, than attempt the propoſed 
Junction with General Phillips in the way 
he mentions; which I maſt freely own zy- 
you to me, for tlie reaſqus I have ſtated; 


nat onhy dangerous to both corps in che a- 


1 ume but: replete with the · worſt conſe⸗ 
_ 5 our ſouthern -P4oynces: ID 
Fs an :Bce?:i ade 200 V 951 J. 
cr 1080 VIE Th roc, of 00 HA! 
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July 18, 17846515 The extracts from my 
correſpondence with Earl. Cornwallis, which 
I have had the honour to tranſmit from time 
to time to your Lordſhip, will ſhew, that. I 
lest i in Carolina, a very fair proportion of mx 
army, and ſuch us his Lordſkip thought ſuffi. 
cient to ſecure Squth, and recover North Cay 
_ rolina, With what was left for me to ag 


with in this « quarter, I took the field imme 


Sen upon mn erinel here. General Leſhe's 
pedition -to.the,Chefapeak tock place - i 
wards; and ſome ate eyents in C: 


cor qperation; ed :phig; pact. of * 
r umbers 
96.906; ee Bowe: left me in 17775. 1 me 
in che fo 
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Uns calling far dil farther neee 
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no APPENDIX. . 

| have not anſwered your Lordſhip! 's expetta- 
tions, it cannot. am any (0mm | 

do the ſmallneſs o of the 1 hers Io le 1 ft there, 5 
or the tardineſs by ſeanti Ie watt Wh 1 


B 


have n fo — the exigencies of that ſer- 


1 ae ene bf ſopopulons 4 province | 
Ee — to be expected from an o peratio Toleſy | 
were unlefs dur friends in it were more fn. 


ö merous, and wefe heartily anelined to affffſft 
| | * — quering; but in keeping 8 
1 - $8 01.21 et tal 2147 396, *. 1171 *. ie 


3 _ venentt bloit ods oo) L eratisuß all: f % 


4 "ay 9-06 wn te 


e, er che Wack s conny; and 
— pard: t fbr 


A 


| quail - 


1 we” 


ses ** e 
* Y 3 , woke i 
. $4 . £ 9 * 
x both EY PR. 6 
Wa * > 44 - " þ 
5 ; 4%. a » 1 Late e 3 i 
* 4 * % = 
* 9 : 
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